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A. Background to the founding of CTI

Chung-Te Buddhist Temple in New York, USA was established in 1979 by Elder Koo with the
mandate from Grand Elder Wang. They recognized that survival and future developments of our
Tao ministry hinge upon the availability of qualified personnel. Acute shortage of trained personnel
for local and oversea mission fields has been compounded by the astounding change of pace in the
world today and the official demand for acceptable international credentials to evangelize. New
York Chung Te Institute of Religions and Philosophy (CTI) was incepted to meet this dire need for a
seminary and to offer authenticable training and certification. In 1996, our application to set up such

a religious education program was formally approved by the US government.

It is Elder Koo's vision for our Tao congregation to be genuinely steeped in sacred learning and
yet be a true blessing to society at large. She is the driving force in the governance and
implementation of CTI's objectives, in developing and planning the religious education structure,
academic syllabi, and practical courses, in setting standards, and in the appointment of Lian Dian Xi
and Hou Dian Xi as the Principal and Vice-Principal. Immediately after obtaining approval from the
authorities, CTI introduced her first phase of program activities in the form of "Comprehensive
Education". Like a mass "back-to-school" exercise, all ranks and files within our world-wide
Changzhou Tao Community were encouraged to undergo their "Comprehensive Education", a series
of integrated courses with basic lessons in divine Tao principles and doctrines, and in salient
traditions and practices of Tao. "Cmprehensive Education" aims to deepen the understanding of our
faith, to inculcate a more disciplined and spiritual lifestyle, to rejoice in the cultivation of virtues, and
to be equipped for every good works in society, either individually or corporately. From the first
session that started in October 1996, to the last session held in July 2001, DianChuanXi (Initiation
Masters), SheShen (Life-time Dedication), QingXiu (Celibates), TanZhu (Altar Keepers), BanShiYuan
(Temple Assistants), Rencai (Service Personnel), and TaoQin (Tao Devotees) enrolled in their gradated
courses respectively as registered students. Each course was a 2-year session, comprising intensive
face-to-face lectures, class participation, group discussions, and distance learning and tutoring
through correspondence. Altogether, four courses were conducted. To enhance English-speaking
members grasp on Tao fundamentals, an English Taoqin Class was recently held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. Good reception again will be anticipated when the long-awaited English Rencai Class

commences there in December 2004.

September 2001 saw the launch of "Specialized Education", marking the second phase of CTI
program activities. "Specialized Education" consists of academic and religious instructions specially
designed for personnel with a passion to serve or a particular calling to function in a specific vocation
or ministry. An example is the 4-year diploma course for aspiring Lecturers. Tailored diploma
courses, as such, feature systematic learning with practical aspects that impart hands-on skills,

competence, confidence, proficiency for those intending to operate in their chosen fields. Whether

EEEFRaL, 2004.9
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ministering or administering, whether preaching on the pulpit to many or witnessing below one-to-
one, and whether acting alone or as an effective team member, each student can draw upon the full

support and resources of CTI in their daily walk with Tao.

By God's grace, this September 2005 will set another milestone for CTI as the new premises in
New York becomes ready for occupation. From this administrative hub, the Institute is better poised
to take on the all the challenges and opportunities generated by the present electronic era.
Investment in state-of-art computer technology and communication network linkages will facilitate

learning and teaching, increase creativity and communicability, and compress time and distance.

TI desires to be an instrument of God that channels holy knowledge, wisdom, hope, courage, peace,

‘a‘fl'ove to people and places that hunger and thirst for the Tao.

j* Chung Te Institute Mission Statement:

(i) to increase the vigor and resolution for learning Tao

x I.I(ii,)'_.to stimulate the ardor and aspiration for understanding Tao
iii) to nurture the observance and capacity for advancing Tao

) to enhance the procedure and proficiency for propagating Tao

B. The Spirit and Objectives of CTI

CTI's premier mission is to serve as the vanguard for uplifting our corporate spiritual
consciousness; to bring a level of professionalism in our ministry; and to train and equip those
intending to enter full-time service for the community. Besides planning and implementing a series
of integrated academic programs, CTI coaches and mentors students in their spiritual formation and
personal wellbeing, and sensitizes them to truth and purity. Spiritual cultivation is fostered through

6 directions of study and practice:

I Raising the Level of Tao Cultivation —
Transform each student into a joyful cultivator of Tao
1) Advancing in the Truth of Tao---Starting from Reading the Texts to Discovering their
[llumination to Translating into actual Practice to Manifesting Prajna
2) Skills in Tao Propagation (Writing, Oral, Audio-Visual)
3) Spiritual Exertions
4) Temporal-Spatial Elements of the Tao Ministry
5) Exploring and Understanding Various Faiths
6) Examining the Holy Scriptures of the Five Religions

7) Practical Applications and Exercises

EEEHEAIL, 2004.9
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8) Missionary Work, Support and Subsidy
9) Essentials of Pedagogy: Simulated Practice; Various Group Rehearsals; Visual-Manual
Comparison; Student Assisted-Teaching; Free Exercises; Individual-directed Tuition;
Cross-training between Learners; Uniformity and Order; Situational Guidance.
Il Academic Studies —
Transforming each student into a practitioner of holy wisdom
Il Human Relations —
Transforming each student into a universal person of virtues
IV Counseling Psychology —
Transforming each student into an intelligent and well-balanced individual
V Artistic Living —
Transforming each student into a modern healthy individual
VI Progress in Cultivating Tao —
Transforming each student into a wholly developed and spiritually matured individual
1) Proper Comportment: i.e. practice of propriety (li {3)
2) Proper Execution: i.e. discharge of loyalty (zhong ‘&)
3) Proper Disposition: i.e. fostering an amiable temperament (qi )
4) Proper Responsibility: i.e. manifesting courage (yong %) of love and wisdom

5) Proper Introspection: i.e. making the effort to confess and repent (chan 1)

2004.9 /SEELHRE



EEHREE R BREMEIERNEM -
BRICHER - £8 - TIF2EXERHE
BihE - BRE - BRARTNSE @ B2HLETEERRM |
B PEeR TIESERR | PG DR B TR ] (24 -
BRI EER THRERRIA | BB KNS
HGIHPrEeR T3REERIA | BB B
S HYHPIrPEeR TREERE ] PRgEG SN
BRI ER TIEFERE | BB RN
SEWHIbEER TRIRTA | B8R KN
HIFPEMEANDIRFICRIBMIE DS
IEBRNSH  FTREHEERELS !

RisE LREHE @ TEHDHATIREESHER » MUASGE -
ARARIY - RBENLESHE -
SHEZABRBDEBAI - ERRR -
INERIDIZ S E-mail 576 » IAERMNBISFILE -
REKFNEEHR (TRAEBTE) - il - E5E - E-mail -
#EEFI A OIX E-mail: hjz.0312@seed.net.tw
BICTHEE 47-96 SR(EFE B8 I




= .::f'jke_u : R — z . :'III
/ py T OIS RN | u

/ Cwun&ulmrrmnrlnm-mmm

Y GRounD-BREAKING ¢
/ ..-’: = |
i

\

A

Chung-Te Institute's
Groundbreaking Ceremony

OfEZEI7TEMERI  Hou, Jung-fang Dianxi
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Translation: Lian, Chin-hoe Dianxi
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March 16th 2003 will remain a most memorable day for our Changzhou Tao Congregation. For
it marked the solemn and colorful groundbreaking ceremony in the construction project of Chung-Te

Institute.

New York is normally chilly, cold and dismal this time of the year. Moreover, 3 days preceding
the ceremony, New York was blanketed by 20 inches of snow. However, a fine and balmy weather
dawned upon us on the day of the great event, as though God was smiling upon us. All of us felt the
warm embrace of sunny springtime, a totally joyous and resplendent occasion that heaven and men

could rejoice.

The site of the function was spectacularly arrayed by a big banner on high, with bold red
bilingual inscriptions of "New York Chung-Te Institute Groundbreaking Ceremony". Tables were set
up and placed with offerings, from cooked vegetarian dishes, baked cakes, wrapped dumplings, to
fruits like pineapples, oranges, bananas, etc. In front of the offering tables was a circular mound
decorated by colorful buntings all around. This was the spot where groundbreaking was to be
effected. All these traditional arrangements were the culmination of hours of meticulous planning

and preparations.

Exactly at 9:00am sharp, senior representatives from Taiwan, Hong Kong, U.S.A., and Canada,
led by Qianren, trooped onto the scene to the hearty applause of all the assembled onlookers. Each
person signed the attendance book as they entered the ceremonial site. At the appointed time,
Masters of Ceremony Wang Pei-yi Dianxi and Tang Chiu-cheong Dianxi respectively, in one
stentorian voice announced in Mandarin and in Cantonese, the groundbreaking ritual to formally

begin.

Immediately, the hundreds of attendees lined up in order behind the tables. Then Lian Chin-
hoe Dianxi and Hou Jung-fang Dianxi, in their capacities as Principal and Vice-Principal, were
invited to kindle the two red candles placed at both ends of the table. After the candles were lighted,
everyone received a stick of incense. Headed by Qianren, everyone petitioned God to uphold the
holy mission of Chung-Te Institute, and implored for divine gracious protection, peace, and success.
After the collective offering of incense, Qianren proceeded to pour out the drink offering or libation
to honor God. Next, she led eleven Dianchuanxis, viz. Liang Yueh-o, Lian Chin-hoe, Lui Chi-fan, Tai
Chuen-ching, Wang Hui-chung, Hsieh Ta-tien, Chen Shih-wang, Tsai An-ching, Fung Tak-ming, Chan
Sen-lin, and Hou Jung-fang, to take up designated positions around the earth mound. Wearing
gloves and with spades in hand, all twelve commenced digging at the earth as the Masters of
Ceremony shouted aloud: "Break the ground (dongtu)!" Exploding firecrackers and exuberant
clapping accompanied their digging. What a marvelous launch for a building project! Inaugurated

in vigorous digging was the united vision of a stately and towering edifice.
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The whole Groundbreaking Ceremony consumed about an hour. A shout of "End of Ceremony
(licheng)" by the Masters of Ceremony indicated its satisfactory conclusion. Immediately a
groundswell of release and congratulations filled the air. Then everyone lined up under the

overhanging red banner to have a group photograph taken.

After the photo-ops, Qianren burnt all the gold paper tokens and began to present as snacks to
everyone the vegetarian crackers she personally fried for the occasion. It was delightful to see such
glee and gratitude written on the people's faces as they munched on Qianren's vegetarian crackers.
Next, in this convivial atmosphere, people started to pose for pictures individually or as groups. All
of them were keen to capture this historic moment. Some even volunteered to become official
photographers or video-recorders for every stage of the project as it gets off the ground. Worthwhile
indeed to record for posterity a magnificent building being constructed at this simple lowly mound
of earth. It should remind us too that humblebeginnings of serving tea or offering towel daily are

giant steps in the cultivation and realization of Tao.

The above is a veritable portrait of "Unity in Strength". Specifically, it testifies that all members
of Changzhou Tao Congregation are blessed and uplifted. Chung-Te Institute, the brainchild of
Qianren, has taken wings at this juncture as every member is catching the common vision and
owning this education facility's mission. We pray God will endow Qianren with good health and

empower Chung-Te Institute to fulfill her destiny to complement our path of Tao cultivation.
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The following is the gallery of snapshots taken during the
Chung-Te Institute Groundbreaking Ceremony:
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