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If you want to achieve greatness, you
must focus on every bit of the small

details.

P58 {Greatness)

The Truth will never change. But Tien
Dao, which encapsulates The Truth, is a

flexible philosophy.

P64 (Thoughts on the Power of Flexibility )

No other love can replace the love our
mothers give us, even the romantic
love between lovers, as it is selfless,

unreserved, and unconditional.
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Surely, the Tao principles that we
learn from the temple can be applied
everywhere, and there can be no more
worthwhile or beneficial use than in

parenthood.

P67 (A Learning Mother)

While we are still able to use our bodies,
why don't we use them to cultivate and
nurture the benevolence, righteousness,
propriety, wisdom and trustworthiness

we inherently possess?
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In Memory of Daniel Kwok:

A Role Model
in Temple and at Home

44! am Tan Zhu. | can do anything.” The resonating, audacious statement has become the signature
of Daniel Kwok, or Kwok Tan Zhu, after he first made it several years ago in the CTI English class in
Malaysia. The statement also represents his promise, which he spared no effort in fulfilling for all these years.

Sadly though, he passed away shortly after he turned 50.

Family and Education

Daniel Kwok was born in 1960 in Hong Kong. The youngest of four children of his family, Daniel was
nicknamed “Little Kwok." He was dearly loved by his family for his positive attitude, outgoing and easygoing
personality, and filial piety. After finishing primary and secondary education in Hong Kong, Kwok Tan Zhu
went on to pursue his academic career in Canada where he stayed to work. He was introduced to his future
wife in 1985, who he married two years later. They had two daughters. The older one went to college last

year to study medicine while the younger one is still in the primary school.
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Initiation and Beginning of Cultivation and
Devotion

Mrs. Kwok's family members were all devout
practitioners who emigrated from Hong Kong to
Canada. The only temple in Toronto in the 1980s was
Chiuande Temple led by Lim Dian Xi. After meeting his
future wife, Daniel was persuaded into obtaining Tao in
July 1987. Mr. Kwok had devoted himself to the temple
since his initiation. He would do everything in his power
to complete the tasks assigned by the Elder or any Dian
Xi. Two years after his initiation, Mr. Kwok took the
life-long vegetarian vow, and with the Elder's kindness,
he was appointed as a Tan Zhu on January 15th, 1990.
That same year, Mr. Kwok returned to Hong Kong at
the request of his father to work with his family while

his wife stayed in Canada with his two daughters.

Although Kwok Tan Zhu was rather busy with his
business and family, he managed to find time for the
temple and Tao cultivation. He even managed to find
time to participate in or assist the activities held in the
temples in Hong Kong. And in 1991, he eventually had

a home temple set up in his home in Canada.

Prime Time of Temple Services
| met Kwok Tan Zhu in 1999, when the Grand

Elder passed away. | was on my way to the funeral
and had a large amount of cloth and tinfoil with me by
the order of the Elder. A lengthy explanation then was
required to clear the customs, which resulted in a delay.
It was Mr. Kwok who picked me up at the airport and

that's how we first met.

The funeral of the Grand Elder was held in Canada
while the burial site was in the United States. Needless
to say, any other person can be easily overwhelmed
by the amount of work and the number of guests in a
funeral of such an important figure, just as any other
executive in a large company can refuse to serve as
a chauffeur. But not Kwok Tan Zhu. He dealt with
everything in the funeral himself, without complaints.
In recent years, he would leave everything behind

just to lend a hand to the summer camps and dharma



fSEDE - LERRANEENGREE » RERRET
sEEE EN - BA Li’@%%i’mﬁi °
2006F %) > BIAER » BEFREZAIERE
£ wEAE K=E2H  &E E’ﬁ’ﬁ‘ﬁ%‘
&, BILBINVEARE « EIAAE » BUEE

B IREBRHIOIRE - ;BEIEDEE%EM §
BIVRBEE « TS » BIAERSEIE
ABEESNEENR - HEM=UREEIER
RBR » IR LE—IRIZRERERE : BIARIDL
BAESRIRER - BELAAE : MHEER!
REBD BTN IF - SEARREARIFE SR
ALEABUL - WEEME D HEE TR
- BIARIRESER - BT R - SHEXR
MEHECRXB—HRANEHEZAIA - i
FEENS  NAlkE - BASTR » XENR
i - ITE2008 R » IEAITFHEZIMAYTI MBS
ERETEREE R MEEZ > OEH

o

——
[==]
B

ERERRINEN  NERESIEIF
w3 BABR - EAGEBUEES K -
WES—EREFEOH M CERES - 58

gatherings in the U.S. And he never turned down the
opportunity of serving as a chauffeur in the temple.
He would drive all the way from Canada to the U.S.
to pick up the Elder, take her to the temples along the
east coast, and then return to New York to drop her
off. Because of his thoughtfulness and selfless sacrifices,
the Elder was spared the trouble of traveling in public

transportation.

Kwok Tan Zhu was known for his filial piety,
and he also served the Elder in the way he served
his parents. In early 2006, the Elder was seriously ill.
Despite gradual recovery, she somehow felt unsettled
and therefore suffered from insomnia. Learning that the
Elder intended to depart from the U.S. to Hong Kong,
Kwok Tan Zhu suggested that the Elder live in his home
in Hong Kong, to which the Elder agreed. The Elder
moved to Kwok Tan Zhu's home after all necessary
arrangements were made. During the daytime, two or
three fellow cultivators were responsible for cooking
and cleaning, and at night, one fellow cultivator stayed
with the Elder, who soon recovered from insomnia.
Kwok Tan Zhu spent most of his time working, and
drove the Elder around for sightseeing on weekends or
holidays. With the two-month medical treatment and

rest, the Elder's health was fully restored.

One of the Heroes Behind the CTI Temple
Kwok Tan Zhu's superb competence and gentle

temperament were best illustrated in the construction
of the CTI temple. The Elder wished to make the
experience of entering the CTI temple resemble that of
ascending a lotus platform. It was then decided that a
massive lotus-shaped platform should be built with a
special kind of marble. Kwok Tan Zhu volunteered to
take the task as he was familiar with the craft and the
materials. We first handed over the specifications to the
manufacturer and asked them to produce a template.
As the template was completed, Kwok Tan Zhu and
| made an appointment with the manufacturer. On
that day, we first had breakfast in Shenzhen, China
before we took a three-hour ride to the factory. As it

turned out, the template didn't meet our specifications.
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Therefore, a prolonged period of negotiation and
communication started. It was three o'clock in the
afternoon when everything was settled. There was not
a vegetarian eatery nearby, and the driver had already
eaten the bread we brought with us. We had no choice
but to return to Shenzhen for dinner. On the way back,
| felt dizzy because of hunger. Kwok Tan Zhu had a
larger appetite and must have felt worse. He, however,
didn't complain or blame the driver. When the
platform was completed and shipped to the U.S., he
also took care of every little detail. He then should be
remembered as one of the heroes who made possible

the completion of the marble lotus-shaped platform.

The nine-story CTI temple required a lot more than
the platform, and Kwok Tan Zhu was always ready to
help. He made a large number of donations, such as
the lamps, the Buddha chairs, and the dining tables and
chairs. Meanwhile, plenty of objects were shipped from
Hong Kong to the CTI. He not only helped with the
moving but also paid for the shipping cost.

A Poster Son of Filial Piety
Kwok Tan Zhu was a great son who perfectly

fulfilled the duty of filial piety. He would do everything
to please his parents. He once attended the calligraphy
class in Tiende Temple. It was his intention to write the
Chinese character for longevity for the 80th birthday
of his father. It was a pity that he had to give up this
idea because calligraphy required constant practice.
Afterwards, his siblings and he worked together for a
couple of years to get their hand on the license plate
of their father's first car and the same model as the
first car. It is not hard to imagine how happy his father

was when receiving the gifts. Kwok Tan Zhu had long
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suffered from heart disease. He had a little surgery last
year. When he was let out of the operating room, he
saw the worried look on his parents’ faces. He later
told his wife that he was terribly sorry that his parents
worried about his illness and that he would take good

care of his body from then on.

Alas, Kwok Tan Zhu was extremely busy this year.
He worked hard as usual and without complaints. On
May 29th, when he was entertaining some guests
in Hong Kong, his heart started to ache and he was
rushed to the hospital. Unfortunately, even medical
treatments and surgeries couldn't save him this time.

He passed away at 10:26 p.m. on the 30%.

A Man to be Remembered Forever
Kwok Tan Zhu played all his roles perfectly in

his short life. He was a hard-working and caring
executive in his company and was highly respected
by his colleagues. He always spread joy and laughter
to his friends and was loved by them. He was sincere
in cultivation and whole-hearted in devotion to the
temple. He was lauded for all the efforts that went into
the temple. He loved his family and was loved back.
He didn't live a long life, yet his achievements easily

surpass most people who live far longer. His body has

left the world, yet his spirit and legacy are left behind.
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Thank You, Daddy
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Dear family and friends, thank you all for

coming. We would like to share a letter

we've written to our dad.

Dear Dad, SLLED,

The last couple of weeks have been difficult for all
of us in accepting that you are gone. It happened all so
quickly. It was a strange and empty feeling not seeing
you pick us up at the airport nor being able to call you
with the push of a button. You did not come home at
the end of the day to sit in the massage chair, watch TV
and fall asleep. It's strange not being able to hear the
loud snores emitting from your room throughout the
night. But hearing the story of your passing over and
over again, we are slowly realizing that you are really
not here anymore and we will never be experiencing

these little details ever again.

You've been such a great part of our lives and
we've shared so many amazing memories together.
You've been a central pillar for us, someone we can
always rely on and feel safe with. Whenever we go
on vacation, you had everything planned out — hotels
booked, cars rented, and research done on all the
places we would be interested in. | remember once,

when we were in a haunted house in Florida, your shirt
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Daddy

was ripped by the time we reached the end because we
were clinging on to it so tightly. We were scared and
we knew you would be there to protect us. Whenever

we meet an obstacle, you always help us overcome it.

Sometimes it doesn't feel like you're our dad, but
rather one of us, just hanging out together as kids. I'm
going to miss the times when we would tease Mom
and as she glared at us, we would giggle and give each
other high fives. Now, when | do it alone, it won't
be the same because | will actually get in trouble. No
matter how tired you are, you always have time to
joke around with us. Or how about the time when
we watched Austin Powers together and we were so
nervous about getting into trouble... When we looked
over to you, you were actually fast asleep. We'll always
remember your contagious laughter that brightens up
the room even in the worst of times. We wish we could

hear it now.
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What stands out the most about you is your
easygoing personality. You're optimistic, patient, and
encouraging. When the four of us talked to you about
our future careers, you listened and encouraged us to
just work our hardest and do what we wanted to do.
Failure is not something we should be afraid of but
something we should use as a lesson. Odelia specifically
remembers the times when she had to apologize and
thank you after every lecture. When we had questions
about anything, whether it be technology or life
in general, you always patiently explained until we
understood. Your personality is what we should keep in

our hearts and minds to learn from.

Family, work, and temple are all important
elements of your life. You've always given your all
while maintaining a balance of all three. No matter how
busy life can get, you would always find the time to
travel with us or try to attend any special occasions we
had, whether it be graduations or birthdays. Even if you
weren't around, you always kept us in mind by sending
us postcards from business trips, emailing us things you
found interesting, and planning surprises for Mom.
Hong Kong has always been your world, we only come
here once in a while, but the home was still designed
meticulously not only to fit your needs but ours as well.
You had such a generous heart, flying around the world
to help other temples, reasoning with workers who had
gone astray, and providing us with such a comfortable

lifestyle.

Even though you're not here physically, we know
you will always be around watching over us. Your
life and experiences will always be remembered and
continue to give us guidance. As a family, we'll stick
together and stay strong. As sisters, we'll support and
rely on each other. We shouldn't be sad, but rather
celebrate your life, and remember all the precious
memories with you. We are proud to have you as a

dad. We love you, Dad.
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INSIGHTS

Greatness

reatness is often synonymous with a meaning

Gof notably large in size, remarkable in
magnitude, large in number of measure, etc. Perhaps,
most people will not associate greatness with something
that is refined, granular, small, or finely detailed. Yet, the
greatness that we can observe in the world is not made
of simply big things; rather, greatness is the cumulative
achievement of perfection in every little, fine detail. In
other words, if you want to achieve greatness, you must

focus on every bit of the small details.

The Sun is great. It is the dominant body of the
Solar System, constituting more than 99 percent of its
entire mass. The Sun is persistent—it has functioned
for billions of years and will continue to function for
many more millions of years. The Sun is benevolent—it
unconditionally offers us its light and heat that support all
kinds of life on earth. The Sun is consistent—it is a very
stable source of energy; its radioactive output is 1.366
kilowatts per square meter at Earth yet varies by no more
than 0.1 percent. The Sun is indiscriminate—it shines on
every inch of the Earth' surface: that is a total of 7.91x10"
square-inches. Because the Sun is persistent, benevolent,

consistent, and indiscriminate, it is great.

The space shuttle program, with its first launch in
1981, is coming to an end in July 2011, after completing
one hundred and thirty-four space flights. It is considered

one of the greatest technological achievements in the
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twentieth century. The space shuttle can transport
equipment, rendezvous with orbiting spacecrafts, and
can serve as a space platform for conducting scientific
experiments. The space shuttle weighs 2,030 tonnes (4.4
million pounds or 2 million kilograms) and stands 184
feet high. It can travel up to 17,320 miles per hour (or
27,870 km/hour). To accomplish all these, it has over
one million parts of its assembly. The space shuttle is a
great technological wonder—because every one of these
one million parts is an important component. According
to news, a maintenance technician once lost one screw
inside the space shuttle. The maintenance team had
to search for the missing screw for many hours until it
was rediscovered. Why is even such a small screw so
important? In 1996, one single loose screw jammed an
internal gear mechanism in an airlock hatch, preventing
two astronauts from conducting spacewalks on a space
shuttle mission, and the problem can't be rectified by
space shuttle crews while in space. Because so much care
and attention are given even to the smallest part of an

entity, the space shuttle is a great achievement.

The greatest love of all is mother's love. After a baby
is born, his mother feeds him, changes his diapers, cleans
him, keeps him warm, protects him from harm, and helps
him to sleep. When the child is growing up, his mother
prepares him with healthy food full of nutrition, watches
his every step to prevent falling injury, teaches him proper

language yet warns him of inappropriate words, sends

him to schools, engages him in various learning activities,
mentors him to know good friends and avoid bad friends,
and guides him in navigating life's approaching challenges.
All of the care requires full attention and detail-oriented
focus. No mother would let her baby feel a bit of hunger,
not change his dirty diaper in a short time, leave him
freeze in the cold for even a few minutes, not watch each
step of a walking toddler, allow one bad word out from
her child's mouth, let her child miss one day of school for
no reason, or even permit him to have one bad friend.
No matter how old her child becomes, the mother's love
remains unchanged. The mother's love is the greatest
love—because she cares in every single detail, concerns
in every aspect, and offers her love 24/7 (i.e. every single

second in her maternal life.)

Saints and Buddhas are great. All cultivators
learn, practice, cultivate, propagate Tao, deliver others,
and deliver themselves with the objective to strive for
achieving the level of saints and Buddhas. Saints and
Buddhas are not born with the given labels of saints and
Buddhas—they achieve the divine level by cultivating and
delivering others. They are committed to the ultimate
divine goal yet they focus on perfecting very fine details
of life for others and for themselves on every single day.
Two saints from ancient China are good examples for
us to learn from. Emperor Yao advocated benevolence
and diligence for all government officials and citizens.
He established propriety and rules. Although he was
an emperor, he lived modestly. He welcomed criticism
and he established himself as a good role model. He
advocated morality, peace, and harmony among all.
Emperor Shun was well-known in the ways of filial piety
and fraternal love. He upheld fairness and was unbiased.
He was always careful and maintained a trustworthy
reputation. He honored heaven yet was concerned about
all citizens at the same time. These two saints are great
role models to us. A great person can strive for cultivating
the divine goal of sainthood or Buddhahood yet maintains
noble morality and ethics in all small details of daily life for

themselves and for others.

Lao-Mu (Ming Ming Shang Di) is great. Lao-Mu
creates the universe and forms the sky and earth. Lao-
Mu allows the planet Earth to rotate, to orbit the sun,
and to be orbited by the moon—so Earth has days and
nights, four seasons, climates, and weather systems. Lao-
Mu provides life-support mechanism so living things can
be born and nourished. When all the prerequisites are
set in place, Lao-Mu descends human beings into this
world to govern other living things and live harmoniously
among all human beings. Despite the vast diversity with
1.6 million of living species worldwide on the planet earth
with 196.9 million square-miles, Lao-Mu provides means
to all living organisms, including human beings, so they
can all co-exist in an equilibrium, harmonious state. Lao-
Mu is great because it bestows life in a grand scale yet
Lao-Mu takes care of each organism down to the every

single living cell with Lao-Mu'’s divine nature.

Tao is great. Tao propels the universe with billions
and billions of stars and planets to work harmoniously; Tao
governs every single cell and atom to function properly.
Tao is great because it works perfectly and harmoniously

both in the grandest scale and in the smallest scale.

Chung Te Institute of Religions and Philosophy
(CTI) is the place where we can learn the knowledge of
achieving greatness—to understand the grand meaning
of the world yet to maintain a focus on every detail of our
daily life. With a solid foundation in the time-honored
values of Tien-Tao's learning and a dynamic combination
of theoretical and applied learning, a CTI education
prepares students for life-long achievement measured by
how deeply they challenge themselves spiritually, how
devotedly they support their temples, and how selflessly
they help the world having a better future.
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To Worship All Divine Beings /
To Revere All Saints and Buddhas

(Part 1)

B The Grateful

veryone, some time in their lives, must

Efeel the presence of supernatural forces

in the universe, especially when faced with events
beyond the reach of logic or science. Under such
circumstances, people tend to turn to the help of
beings with supernatural forces. That is, we pray to
or worship those supernatural beings in the hope

of finding the perfect solution to our problem.

The biggest problem one can ever encounter
is that of life and death. Where did we come
from? Where will we go? The age-long questions
have lingered in the mind of every confused soul.
Shrouded in utter darkness, we strove to find a ray
of hope for the salvation, yet to no avail, until the
advent of Saints and Buddhas. They cleared up
ignorance and imparted wisdom. They showed us
the way of the Truth and spurred us to put an end
to the cycle of life and death. Had it not been for
their guidance, we would still remain in darkness to
this day. It is because of their teachings and tireless
devotion that we have the rare opportunity to get
enlightened. In turn, we are supposed to worship

all Saints and Buddhas with the right attitude.

60 To Worship All Divine Beings / To Revere All Saints and Buddhas (Part 1)

Tireless Devotion, Boundless Compassion,
Endless Sacrifices

There is no denying that mothers' love is the
greatest among all forms of love, except for one—
the love of Saints and Buddhas. Mothers' love is
tireless, boundless, and endless as well. Yet it has it
own limits. Its influence only exists within one life

and it only serves a limited number of individuals.

The love of Saints and Buddhas has no limits.
They may have passed away, but their will to guide
and deliver all sentient beings never dies. Take our
Holy Teacher for example. You'd be surprised to
know that He passed away in 1947. But He has
never left us for all these years, or 64 years to be
exact. Every time we attend a dharma gathering or
perform an incense-burning ritual, we sure can feel
His presence. Whenever we are in trouble or are
dismayed, it is always soothing and encouraging
to know that our Holy Teacher stays by our side all

the time, ready to offer help if we let Him.

Over time, seas may dry up and mountains
may fall down. However, the love of our Holy

Teacher, as well as that of other Saints and

Buddhas, doesn’t diminish and isn't eroded or
destroyed by our deep-rooted ignorance and
stubbornness. Their love has remained intact for
thousands of years, and will continue to serve all of

us for countless years to come.

The love of Saints and Buddhas serves all
sentient beings rather than a limited number of
individuals. They have redefined “boundless” as
their compassion is not reserved for the beloved
ones. Their compassion is meant to be shared by all

sentient beings, equally and profusely.

All Saints and Buddhas should, therefore,
be revered for their tireless devotion, boundless
compassion, and endless sacrifices. Their love is
best summarized with the sandwriting statement of
the late Grand Elder or Tiende Bodhisattva, “1 wish
to return to the world again and again with the
power of my vows, in order to deliver all sentient
beings to be reunited with our Holy Mother back

in Heaven."

Worship with Unconditional Sincerity

All too often, people pray with the wrong
attitude. They pray only when they are in trouble.
They try to strike a deal with whoever or whatever
they pray to. The condition is to repay the favor

once their wishes are granted.

As Tien-Tao disciples, we are supposed to
pray with utmost sincerity, or genuine sincerity
with no strings attached. As mentioned above,
our Holy Teacher and all Saints and Buddhas are
ready to offer help. To help doesn't mean to solve
the problem for us. Rather, it means to give us
the courage and wisdom to face the problem and
find the solution on our own. If we worship Saints

and Buddhas but ask for something in return,

our sincerity is contaminated. In other words, we
practice worshipping because we admire their

virtues and are grateful for their meritorious deeds.

Besides, we need to pray/worship on a regular
basis. There are three incense-burning rituals every
day for us to examine our thoughts and behaviors
and to purify our souls. Only by practicing regular
worshipping can we truly appreciate the virtues of

Saints and Buddhas and foster utmost sincerity.

“To revere Saints and Buddhas" is also the
first of the 15 Buddha Rules. We are then doubly
reminded of the immeasurable virtues and blessings
bestowed upon us by all Saints and Buddhas.
The second Objective of Tien-Tao and the first
Buddha Rule represent the endeavor to rediscover

our gratitude and the first step to advance our

understanding of Tao and to achieve Buddhahood.
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62 Turning Knowledge into Wisdom

nowledge is the basis on which we differentiate things; thus our eyes simply
Kfunction as tools to facilitate the act of differentiation. For example, a person with
visual capability is likely to take guava juice added with red coloring as tomato juice before
drinking it. However, a visually impaired person would give the correct answer simply by

tasting it.

A dead body of a human being is called corpse while a dead body of a dog is called
savoury meat. How our perception of dead bodies can be so different! For example, sausage
which once smelled good could smell odorous after you become a vegetarian. It is because
your knowledge tells you that sausage is comprised of chopped corpse. The same concept
applies to the standards of beauty and ugliness. A girl who plaits her hair into two plaits and
wears a mini skirt today will be treated as a freak if she still dresses up in the same way fifty
years later. Therefore, it is your knowledge rather than eyes that makes the main contribution

to the differentiation and attachment.

In order to find ease and joy in this impermanent world, you must turn knowledge into

wisdom, transform confusion into enlightenment and have unquestioning faith.

You were told at the date of receiving Tao that “if we can hear Tao in the morning, we
will be content to die in the evening”. You shall not take the surface meaning “hear" as
it actually means “apprehend” in this sentence. The whole sentence shall be construed as
“provided that you can apprehend the impermanence of life and the unreality of everything
in the morning and perceive life in a brand new way, that is, you have undergone the
transformation and turned into the path which leads to Amitabha and Bodhisattva, you will

not regret if your life ends in that evening”.

You know very well that you need to develop your career after receiving the BA diploma

because a diploma is not a guarantee of success. Similarly, you have received Tao and been
able to study in such a good environment, but it requires your introspection and awareness
to exempt you from the life-death cycle and the effort of your inner nature to ferry the self

to Heaven.

Generally, it is only when something dreadful happens that you come to think of
Bodhisattva, isn't it? You hardly will ever think of Bodhisattva when your life is in harmony.
When you are required to apprehend the unreality of worldly gains and let go of them under
such circumstances, your answer definitely will be “I am not available now!"” Nevertheless,
you surely will be available when you are under medical treatment in the intensive care unit,
no matter how reluctant you may be about it. Similarly, you may refuse to make donation
with the excuse of reduced income due to the recession. However, will you tell your wife and

children that they should spend less because the economic conditions have been tough?

You need to admit that you are arrogant beings with heterodox views. You may think
you are superior to others in terms of health condition, intelligence or religion. How many
of you make the request to receive Tao without being persuaded to? You may think you are
intellectuals and interpret what you have heard and seen using scientific theories. But science
cannot solve your problem with regard to life and death nor will it teach you about the
impermanence of existing things. It is the Buddha of your inner nature that attends to your

life-death problem and will rescue you from agonizing pain.

You would not be able to be a disciple of Buddha and Bodhisattva if you did not share
great affinity with them. Therefore, you shall realize that learning dharma is a way that will
exempt you from the endless life-death cycle rather than regard religion as a passive solution
sought by those who encounter tremendous difficulties. The most important thing is to turn

knowledge into wisdom!
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Thoughts on the Power
of Flexibility

M Gary Thompson (U.K.)

Tien Dao is a very powerful philosophy, and
part of the reason for its power is its flexibility.

Through its flexibility it can teach us how to use flexibility

to order our thoughts and actions.

Let's just think for a while about flexibility in the

world around us.

All things living, like grass, trees, fish and birds, are
soft and flexible but when they die, they become dry, stiff,

easily broken or crumbled to dust.

The inflexible building will fall down in an
earthquake, whereas the building that is designed to sway
has a better chance of surviving. The inflexible tree will
be snapped by a hurricane, whereas the flexible bamboo

will bend but not break.

Flexibility is a good quality to have in nature.
Through our observations of nature we know that what
survives on earth over the long term is that which adapts
to changing circumstances in the environment. If it
doesn't it becomes extinct, this is because the universe is
evolving and everything in it is constantly developing and

changing.

The one and only thing that doesn't change is The
Truth. What is this Truth? Well, many books have been
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written and many lessons delivered on what The Truth
is, but fundamentally The Truth is Dao. The Truth is
understanding who we are and where we came from.
The Truth is knowing how Dao and the universe work.
The Truth is knowing what we have to do to return to our
home. And The Truth is encapsulated in the teachings
of Tien Dao. The Truth will never change. But Tien Dao,
which encapsulates The Truth, is a flexible philosophy. It
attracts people from all kinds of religions, even those who

did not consider themselves religious.

It accepts the teachings of many religions' founders
as being in accordance with Dao. After all, aren't we all
preaching the same message of tolerance, compassion
and cultivation? Tien Dao also acknowledges that
our understanding of the universe and this planet's
history is constantly evolving. But unlike religions, this
advancement in scientific knowledge does not alter our

understanding of The Truth.

There is a tendency for religions that were started by
one prophet to be inflexible. If there is only one central
Holy book, then the temptation is to regard the words
of that book as non-movable. To go against the words
would be heresy. The problem here is that words written
a long time ago can be misunderstood, mistranslated, or
interpreted in many ways. They are also, having being

written a long time ago, out of touch with the modern

world. Galileo's problems with the church in the 17th
Century when the church refused to recognise that the

Earth went around the Sun are a case in point.

This shows the problem of an inflexible approach
to religion. The Truth as taught in Tien Dao Temples
is a flexible truth. Our beliefs are philosophical and
are not restricted by religious texts. In fact our beliefs
are enhanced by the teachings of many different holy
prophets, from Jesus and Buddha, to Confucius and Lao
Zi. This is because all the world religions’ founders taught
basically the same lesson. The only way to salvation is to
cultivate the God-given soul, to purify it so that it will be
accepted back into Heaven. Unlike the other 5 religions,
however, Tien Dao teaches that cultivation begins not in a
Temple or Church, but in the home, in work, in the street,

in fact wherever you are, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Tien Dao acknowledges that the world is unstable
and changeable and the human mind is fickle, that
circumstances can change, but The Truth cannot. In time,
everything else changes. Cultivating flexibility will help
us cope with change and fine tune our responses to the
world around us. It seems so obvious yet it is very difficult
for people to see how they become inflexible as they
grow older. A new born baby is flexible in the sense that
he/she adapts to whatever situation he/she finds him-/
herself in. That same person, fifty years later, has very firm
ideas about the circumstances in which he/she lives and
is unwilling to change. It's hardly surprising - people love
habits. It gives us a sense of security. We develop habits

to fill just about every moment of our waking lives.

But cultivating in Tien Dao teaches us to be flexible.
Our thoughts don't have to be governed by what we
have become used to or what we were taught decades
ago. Dao has given us the ability to think for ourselves
and come to our own decisions. We have the ability
to accept new ideas and use them in our own personal
philosophies, and Tien Dao allows this. When | first came
to my Temple, the concepts of Karma, Reincarnation,

Cultivation and Dao were new to me but | have embraced

them as true, and they have altered how I live my life.

There is an old saying - The position of the highly
inflexible will descend; the position of the adaptive and
flexible will ascend. Look at what is happening around
the world today to inflexible governments. People who
want their countries to change and progress are rising up.
Dao has bestowed order to nature so that Humans have
a free will—freedom to do bad as well as good. This is
not the fault of Dao. It is our responsibility to perform
meritorious deeds and cultivate properly and refrain from
committing sins. So | urge you, be flexible, bend like the
Bamboo, embrace new ideas, don't become complacent
and rigid, free your mind and kick out your old habits.

The world will become a more interesting place if you do.
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A Learning Mother

ever, in my wildest dreams,
Nwould | have imagined how
demanding and hectic being a full-time
mother could be. | have resigned from

my work, following a one-year maternity

leave, as after careful consideration, my
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husband and | thought that it was in our child's best interest that | raise
him myself, rather than leave this responsibility to a nursery or a child

minder.

It was not an easy transition for me to become a full-time mother,
and it is one | relish and cherish. My current priority is to put my family
first, and top of my list is taking care of my son, so he can grow up
as a happy and healthy child, both physically and mentally. Of equal
importance, | would love to be able to pass on to my dear son the
right ethics and moral values, so that the actions and behaviour he will
develop and follow in his life will be based on and strongly influenced

by those ethics and values.

Childhood is the crucial stage in life that fundamentally determines
how an individual's character and outlook on life will be formed. A
young child acts as a sponge, observing and absorbing the huge amount
of detail and information surrounding him or her. As adults we need to
set a good example for our children, and to adopt a positive attitude to

every aspect of life, as we are acting as our child's first role model.

The care | give my son is based on three basic principles that | have

learned and continue to learn from Tao and our temple.

Be patient. Without this, we would not be able to guide and teach
our children the way we would like to. Being patient means that we
should not lose our temper easily and that we will not mind repeating

ourselves and teaching our children over and over again on all things.

Be gentle. Gentleness is the most effective way to approach our

children. A gentle touch, a gentle word, or a gentle smile can accomplish

much more than we can imagine.
No one likes to be shouted at and no
one likes to listen to someone who is
shouting or who is rude. | have noticed
that children in general get scared from
being shouted at and would normally
respond by crying and screaming. In
contrast, by explaining gently why
they should not do certain things,
or encouraging them when they are
doing the right things, will help them in

building their confidence.

Be forgiving/understanding.
Children can sometimes have their
moments of bad behaviour or
tantrums. As parents, we need to learn
how to forgive, and try to understand
their feelings and to know and
understand what the actual issue is that
is bothering our children. We may be
able to address the particular issue, or
be able to calm them down and thus
prevent an awkward situation from

developing.

Surely, the Tao principles that we
learn from the temple can be applied
everywhere, and there can be no
more worthwhile or beneficial use
than in parenthood. Being a mother
is challenging yet extraordinarily
rewarding. We all love our children,
and we enjoy spoiling them and giving
them what they like, but at the same
time, we need to find the right balance
as to what is best for them in the long
run. Our love for our children is never
ending, and | am just starting my
blessed journey as a learning mother,
beginning this walk upon a long long

path.

Over the past few years, an increasing

number of English articles have been published

in Borde Quarterly. In effect, we at Borde pride
ourselves in breaking new ground in aiming to
become the leading provider for English Tao
articles. Now, we aim to break new ground again
by turning our attention to diversity. And you can
help make that happen by contributing one or
more articles that address the suggested topics
listed below:

1. The Beauty of Vegetarianism
You may approach this topic on one or more of the following fronts:
® mercy/compassion
o scientific evidence, including anatomy and nutrition
e solution for global warming

¢ personal experience

2. On the Shoulders of Giants

A cultivator is not alone on his/her path of cultivation; he/she stands
on the shoulders of giants buddhas, bodhisattvas, and saints. You may
share your personal research on the buddha, bodhisattva, or saint that you
most admire. Most important of all, recount your changes brought about

by the personal experience.

3. Changes After Cultivation

Cultivation means looking within yourself. By so doing, you are able
to examine yourself and correct the personal flaws. A changed attitude
and person leads to a changed life. Share the changes in your attitude and
life after serious cultivation. You may also address the changes in your

relationship with family and friends.

4. Truthfulness/Sincerity

Sincerity brings about success. Only when we are true to ourselves can
we embrace Dao and appreciate the love of Lao-mu. You may share your
opinions or stories of truthfulness and/or sincerity in Tao cultivation.

Deadline for Submission: August 15, 2011

Contact information:

Email: cc_borde@yahoo.com.tw
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Against the Odds

EWilson Wong (USA)

eople close to me know that | have two simple

Prules for living life. Never challenge the odds

and more importantly never challenge the Gods. At first
the combination of these two rules may seem strange but

both are actually quite related.

Challenging the odds refers to investors that don't
follow (or don't have) robust rules that give them a
positive mathematical expectation. The definition of
odds is the chance of success over a series of possible
outcomes. Investors are always looking for ways to
increase favorable outcomes, and decrease unfavorable

outcomes.

One method used by successful investment
companies is to develop solid rules to guide decision
making processes and search for situations with favorable
odds. Rigorous work is then performed to validate these
rules through historical back testing. To ensure that the
rules will remain valid in the future, exhaustive simulation
is conducted. Firms that fail to do so risk going against the

odds and wind up bankrupt.

Following rules is a beneficial concept applicable
towards non-financial aspects of our lives as well.
Thankfully Heaven has already provided us with simple
robust rules for guiding human behavior so we don't have
to struggle to develop them. The difficulty here is not in
developing rules but rather we have trouble following

them.
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Challenging the Gods refers to heavenly mandates
such as Buddha rules, Ten Commandments, Taoist
principles, etc. Detractors often question how | know that
these Heavenly rules are valid. My response usually entails
asking the person to suspend their political or religious
belief. Then | lead them to think about their knowledge
of recorded history and think about how much suffering
could've been avoided had humans followed a few simple

rules.

In order to see if these rules would be valid in the
future, we don't need any fancy simulation software; we
just need to use our imaginations to see what kind of
progress we could collectively make as a species. To see
how these rules could practically be used, let's examine a
hot topic in the financial news: the United State's budget

and how it is financed.

Based on figures pulled from www.usdebtclock.org
(in turn are pulled from government sources such as US
Treasury, Office of Management and Budget etc.), US
taxpayers are responsible for debt of about $14 trillion.
This isn't a financial problem; this is a morality problem

manifested in economic form.

People often ask “Why is the debt so large?”
Buddhas have warned us that human wants are unlimited
and lead to suffering. Debt is accumulated deficit over
a period of time. An analogy would be if you charge

amounts on your credit card that are greater than your

salary over the course of a year. That would be a deficit.
If you continue to spend more than you earn for a few

years, the total deficits would be your debt.

Coming back to the US debt. Let's examine the
root cause of the top 3 budget items and how following

Heavenly rules could've helped.

1) Medicare (800 Billion) — the root issue here is that
we don't care for own health. Under Tien Tao we are
often reminded to have compassion and be a vegetarian.
We are also reminded to refrain from alcohol and
addictive drugs. Think about the medical complication
(and associated expenditures) that could be avoided by

following a healthy lifestyle.

2) Social Security (700 Billion) - the root issue comes
from not following the fifth commandment: honoring
your parents. | must share a memory from a recent
dharma gathering in New York City from Man Dianxi.

While reviewing the vows, Man Dianxi remarked that if

you can't follow the first vow (revere parents), you may
as well forget about the other vows. That is, revering our
parents is the most essential and fundamental rule in the

practice of Tao.

3) Defense - (691 Billion)—the root issue comes from
not following the sixth commandment: thou shall not kill.
| am always saddened not just by the cost of war but also
by the loss of life on whatever side of any conflict. Truly

there is nothing to be gained from war.

Please keep in mind this article is not intended to be
a panacea for the budget problem. The problem will not
be solved over the course of a few years, though | believe
in the long run, following the rules would reduce strain. |
will end this with an English translation from Chapter 59

from Tao Te Ching:

“In governing people and in serving Heaven, there is

nothing like frugality."”

—— Lao-Zi
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Death

B Mit (Malaysia)

t was a Saturday morning and | was online
Ichatting with my brother. The first thing that he
asked me was, “Hey Sis, do you remember who Toti is?" |
replied yes and asked what about her? Then there | found
myself dump founded when my brother told me that her
husband and eldest son passed away in a road accident
the night before. In the car, only the youngest son and

the maid survived.

Death was instant. What were left were two cold
bodies and a wrecked brand new car. What were left
were buckets after buckets of tears, countless questions
and reflections of why it had got to be him, and shattered
spirits of the family.

Even just as a friend, | found it hard to believe such
a fateful accident. How Toti and her family handled the

news was beyond comprehension.
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This brought my attention back to some recent
Malaysian news. In the news a Chinese man of his fifties
tried to rescue a Malay couple out of a car accident.
After freeing the driver and putting him at the safe site
of the road, this Chinese man went back for the driver's
wife who was also pinned in the car. Concentrating
on his mission, the Chinese man was not aware of an

approaching Multi-Purpose Van and was knocked over.

The van did not stop. Instead, it sped away out of

fear.

The kind hearted Chinese was badly injured and
had to have his leg amputated to save his life. However,
misfortune did not stop there. A week later, this kind

hearted man passed away on the hospital bed.

What was left was also a cold, lifeless body and
shattered spirits of his beloved family. Again, too many

questions on faith pestered those still alive.
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My memory rewound further back. | could remember
witnessing my father in law’'s passing away. | could
remember the sudden death of my uncle in law due to a
heart attack. Memories of the death of my best friend's

father too were vividly painted in my mind.

Life and death did not capture my attention until my
best friend was diagnosed with cancer. Will she die at this

young age of 30?

| started to review my daily work and behaviors. | got
frustrated and angry when things did not happen the way
| wanted them to be. Then | would pick up a fight with
my husband which was most likely to end up not talking
with each other for a week. Even when | was in a sweet

conversation with my mother, | would start to argue with

her if we had different opinions.

At work, | got annoyed when my work piled up and
clients would not stop bothering me with endless calls
and questions. | got more frustrated after work, because |
still had to go home and take care of my young child and

family.

As we still stand alive, we do not think death would
happen to us, either. Questions of whether there would
be any regrets should we die this instant were never
asked. Nevertheless, | think | should start thinking about

it now.

If | were to leave this world this instant, | would
regret it because | had no chance to say sorry to my
mother, my husband or the people who suffered from my
frustrations. | would feel sorry because | could no longer
be with my child. | would feel sorry for not having the

chance to correct my own mistakes.

Because of these thoughts, | started to put in
practice with what | have learned in temple regarding self
cultivation. | knew deep in my heart that the cause of
all the regrets was my temper. Therefore, the first thing
| needed to do was to control my temper. Sadly, | found
it extremely difficult to hold my anger when people got
on my nerves. And BOOM! They overflowed the bowl
of my patience and my anger burst out from all the held-
back tension. | always failed to remind myself to hold
my temper. Then | realized that enduring was not the
cure and | discovered my other shortcoming: | was too
stubborn and clung too tenaciously to my own beliefs to

accommodate others.

Soon, | started to lower my expectations and became

less demanding. Surprisingly, | found life became much
easier. So, | set my mission to be at peace with myself. | do
not know when | could live my life without disharmonies.

But | wish to leave this world with zero regrets.

Life and death are just separated by one breath
and the next. When the next inhalation of breath does
not happen, life meets death and that is the end of our

precious body.

Who says death only happens to those old and sick?

It happens to anyone, anytime.

While we are still able to use our bodies, why don't
we use them to cultivate and nurture the benevolence,
righteousness, propriety, wisdom and trustworthiness we
inherently possess? For death is “just like that”, what is

there to be adamant about?

Should we not stop drilling on other’s faults?

Should we not stop demanding wealth everyone sought?

For life is short

And time does not stop
When death ends a life
Be it a feathery light nudge

And a harmonious migration to the other spiritual stop.
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TAO YOUTHS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

Mother and Daughter

B Nancy

ay is the month for every mother, but

Mother's Day does not only happen on some
Sunday in May. It falls on every day when our beloved
mothers are around us. The following is a story between
a mother and her daughter, a touching recollection of
small things between them. Whenever | read the story,
the scenes of my mother taking care of me in my sickness
come to my mind. | advise every reader to remember and
treasure what your mother does for you, as it is the most
precious gift in the world. No other love can replace the
love our mothers give us, even the romantic love between

lovers, as it is selfless, unreserved, and unconditional.

Once we lose the love, we will never get the chance to

take it back.

72 Mother and Daughter

The Story
"You won't forget to bring the potato masher, will

you?" | said to my mother on the phone after telling her
I had to have a mastectomy. Even at 82, and 3000 miles
away on the long distance line, she knew what | meant:

Soupy mashed potatoes.

This was what she had made for every illness or
mishap of my childhood-served in a soup bow! with a
nice round spoon. But | had been lucky as a child and
was rarely sick. Most often the potato medicine soothed
disappointment or nourished a mild cold. This time | was

seriously ill.

Arriving on the midnight plane from Virginia, Mom
looked fresh as a daisy when she walked through the
front door of my house in California the day after |
came home from the hospital. | could barely keep my
eyes open, but the last thing | saw before | fell asleep
was Mom unzipping her carefully packed suitcase and

taking out her 60-year-old potato masher. The one
she received as a shower gift, with the worn

wooden handle and the years of memories.

She was mashing potatoes in my
kitchen the day I told her tearfully that |

would have to undergo chemotherapy. She

put the masher down and looked me squarely in the eye.
"I'll stay with you, however long it takes," she told me.
"There is nothing more important | have to do in my life
than help you get well." | had always thought | was the
stubborn one in my family but in the five months that

followed | saw that | came by my trait honestly .

Mom had decided that | would not pre-decease her.
She simply would not have it. She took me on daily walks
even when | couldn't get any further than our driveway.
She crushed the pills | had to take and put them in jam,
because even in middle-age, with a grown daughter of
my own, | couldn't swallow pills any better than when |

was a child.

When my hair started to fall out, she bought me cute
hats. She gave me warm ginger ale in a crystal wineglass
to calm my tummy and sat up with me on sleepless

nights. She served me tea in china cups.

When | was down, she was up. When she was
down, | must have been asleep. She never let me see it.

And, in the end, | got well. | went back to my writing.

I have discovered that Mother's Day doesn't happen
some Sunday in May. But every day you are lucky

enough to have a mother around to love you.

This story reminds me of an operation in my eyes. In
order to look more beautiful and lead an easier life, | had
an eye surgery to heal the problem of nearsightedness.
The operation took just fifteen minutes but it hurt for
three days. During the three days, due to the sensitivity
given by the surgery, my tears just kept dropping, and |
felt | almost went blind. | lay on the bed, doing nothing
except listening to the radio, as | could never read a single
word, and had no mood for eating at all. My mother was
very worried. She struggled to walk up to the third floor
every day (my bedroom was on the third floor) to prepare
diet for me, comfort me, and talk with me. Even when |
was angry and sad because of the discomfort, my mother
still kept company with me in my bedroom, a gesture
of her implicit love. Whenever | felt uncomfortable,
knowing my mother was beside me really made me feel
better. So | know how the daughter felt when her mother
gave her warm ginger ale to calm her tummy and sat up
with her on sleepless nights. Truly, only mothers can do
such things for us, and the love of a mother is the greatest
one in the world. It's true that Mother's Day is not on
some Sunday in May—it can fall on the days we are lucky

enough to have a mother around to love us.

FAMOUS QUOTATIONS ...

. Nothing takes the taste out of peanut butter quite like unrequited love.

——Agnes Repplier

. Who ran to help me when I fell, And would some pretty story tell, Or Kiss the place to

make it well? My Mother.

—Anne Taylor

. If I were hanged on the highest hill, Mother o' mine, O mother o' mine! I know whose love

would follow me still, Mother o' mine, O mother o' mine!

—Rudyard Kipling

Mother and Daughter - Famous Quotations 73
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