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Master Ji-Gong Buddha:

Human beings thirst for high positions and wish for unrealistic
favorable outcomes in the future for which they have not
worked to deserve.

P.61 {The Weakness of Human Beings)

Great achievements don't happen instantaneously but rather
are results of many baby steps put together through relentless
efforts.

P.68 {Perseverance)

There were many courses and new experiences to know how to
be a good person and live a peaceful life.

P.70 (A Joyful and Inspiring Trip)
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The Weakness

of Human Beings

Why we explore what our strengths are? It is
because we can exploit the strengths and enhance
their utility and our competitiveness. Why we seek
out what our weaknesses are? It is because we
can identify areas for corrections and continuous
improvements so our weaknesses do not turn
against us in the future. | am positive that most
people can quickly name their lists of strengths
with extensive details about their utilities. On the
other hand, | suspect that most people will not have
the equal amount of weaknesses to be shared.
This is a common bias in human beings’ thinking
that emphasizes our likes and then reinforces
our perceptions of things that we do like and
deemphasizes and then diminishes our perceptions
of things that we dislike. It is very much similar to
that we tend to remember our successes and forget
our failures. The real problem is that we will repeat
the same mistakes as a result of us not knowing and

correcting our weaknesses.

Master Ji-Gong Buddha kindly said “Human
soul’s weakness is the emphasis of enjoyment.
Human beings thirst for high positions and wish for

unrealistic favorable outcomes in the future for which
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© Big Sam (USA)

they have not worked to deserve. Human beings are
greedy on unreal glory. Sounds, forms, possessions,
and fortune are true confusions. The more polluted
the deeper corruption and the more confused and
lost of directions. People forgo their roots and chase
after the tips of branches which misguide the true
tranquil souls. It becomes difficult to seek the Bodhi-
nature and the mystical root.” Within these words
translated from his original six Chinese sentences,
our minds should be awakened for knowing these
weaknesses. Only fixing these weaknesses can
prevent us from committing more mistakes and sins

in the path of cultivating Tien-Tao.

Who does not love enjoyment? We all indeed
love enjoyment. In the United States, the average
TV cable subscriber has 190 available channels
being streamed to his or her home. The satellite
radio operator Sirius XM has 150 channels available
to all its subscribers. Apple has 1.4 million apps
available for its iPhones and iPads. Google has 1.5
million apps available for the Android devices. Online
music libraries have thirty million songs available for
listening. According to some researches, the world

movie producers produce more than six thousand



feature films a year, including productions from movie
producers in Los Angeles Hollywood, Japan, South
Korea, Hong Kong, China, India, and Europe. For
the online video-viewing lovers, on average, about
three hundred hours of new video files are uploaded
to YouTube every minute—that is equal to 432,000
hours of new video files uploaded every single day
of a year. There are so many opportunities and
contents for people to be overly immersed within all
these enjoyment overloading their six senses: eyes,
ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind.

Master Ji-Gong Buddha kindly said that
materialistic desires distract our original heart
(i.e. original nature). Our greed can never be fully
satisfied. We never get bored in taking on more
greed and more enjoyment. The ancient fable tells
an insightful story. There was a thirsty rat living in a
field with no running water. The rat sought out water
sources before it faced dehydration. It saw a small
river within a half day of walk. It also saw a huge
river located at a distant land. The rat considered
the two options and decided to go for the jackpot—
the rat chose the huge river so that it could never
become thirsty again since the huge river came with
abundant supply of water. The rat kept walking and
walking. The longer it walked the more tired it felt.
The delay of replenishing its body with fluids also
caused disorientation. The rat never made it to the
huge river—it got lost in the journey and died from
dehydration. Needless to say, the story ended with

a tragic conclusion. The rat did not need a lot of
water. The rat only needed tiny sips of water in order
to live; yet its greed confused its decision-making
ability and made it select the wrong path—the path
to death.

The story of a thirsty rat is an awakening
reminder to all Tao cultivators not to follow its
path—the path of death and hell. Master Ji-Gong
Buddha kindly taught cultivators to deemphasize
fame, fortune, power, and position and instead to
emphasize the luminous righteous goal. To achieve
this noble goal, we must let go of all the materialistic
desires. Although 190 TV channels are available to
most homes, an average TV cable subscriber only
watches seventeen channels out of them. The most
expensive house in the U.S. is under construction
near Los Angeles having a space of 100,000
square-foot, yet no one would ever need a bed with
space larger than seven feet times three feet or an
area of 21 square-foot for a comfortable night of
sleep. Some ladies might have several dozens of
handbags yet only a handful of those would be used
in a given year. | used to know a person who often
ordered eight to ten dishes of food when he and his
girlfriend went out for dinners at restaurants. Most
of the time, they consumed less than ten percent of
the food ordered and the remaining portions were
all discarded. People might desire to have many
choices of food with large quantity available yet we

only need to fill up our stomachs one meal at a time.

Ultimately, we must remind

Master Ji-Gong Buddha:

Human beings thirst for high positions and wish
for unrealistic favorable outcomes in the future

for which they have not worked to deserve.

ourselves that all of us have
limited lifespans. History can
lecture us with this fact. The
first Emperor of China, Emperor
Qin Shi Huang, only ruled for
ten years before he died and

his kingdom only lasted twelve

The Weakness of Human Beings 61



years in total before it
was overrun. Although
the Mongolian Empire
had a landmass even
bigger than the Roman
Empire, Genghis Khan
only had thirty years of
ruling before he died.
Our top priority task is
to achieve Tao and to
become enlightened
within a few decades
of time—before our
physical bodies and
mental capacity start
to deteriorate due
to the natural law of aging. Our physical capability
of delivering ourselves and delivering others would
decrease over time. If we continue to spend most
of the productive and energetic period of our lives in
chasing after fame and fortune which are unreal and
low priority, we won’t have our golden periods to
pursue the real and top priority tasks—learning the
Tao, cultivating, correcting ourselves, helping others,
delivering us, delivering others, and bringing peace
and harmony to this sentient world in support of all
Saints, Buddhas, and our Master Ji-Gong Buddha.

Cleansing our hearts and getting rid of sentient
pollutions could return us with tranquility and
calmness to help us see further and travel further.
We don’t see the ultimate goal of achieving Tao
when our sights are narrowly staring on materialistic
delusions in front of us. We can’t deliver ourselves
to the divine destiny at 108,000 miles away when
we are burdened with attachments of unreal
possessions. We cannot ferry all the sentient
beings to the land of Nirvana when we are ignorant
of locating the righteous path and following the

moral direction. We cannot guide newcomers and
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inexperienced cultivators to overcome challenges,

obstacles, and evil trials if we have not refined
ourselves to get rid of anger under unfavorable
circumstances. Letting go of our burdensome
attachments, becoming undistracted from the
ultimate goal, and properly training ourselves to
overcome obstacles and trials can save us, others,
and the world from the Third Epoch of destructive

calamity.

Chung Te Institute of Religions and Philosophy
(CTI) is the place where we can learn about our
strengths and weaknesses so we can utilize our
strengths and transform our weaknesses to gain
the wisdom to save ourselves and to deliver all
sentient beings. With a solid foundation in the
time-honored values of Tien-Tao’s learning and a
dynamic combination of theoretical and applied
learning, a CTI education prepares students for life-
long achievement measured by how deeply they
challenge themselves spiritually, how devotedly they
support their temples, and how selflessly they help

the world have a better future.
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Tao Starts From Home
as Charity Begins at Home

© Winnie Cheung (UK)

Recently | had a conversation with a friend,
and we spoke of the real meaning of being active
and engaging in charity work to help and benefit
others. Honestly, | love the idea of participating
and helping in so many different ways, and at the
same time it would allow me more opportunity
to introduce Tao to others. But because of all the
changes and challenges | have faced recently
in my life, | would not be able to do even the

minimum of work for any charity organisation.

| know many people who are active in charity
work, and although they are actively participating
with charity events, they don't seem to understand
that charity begins at home. Tao members should
understand this point very clearly, which is that we
need to be kind and friendly to the people around
us, starting with those who are most close to us,
before we offer our compassion and help to those
further afield.

It is very sad to notice how many people seem
to have forgotten their loved ones, those who are
most close to us. It is not just the apparent lack of
care shown that is of concern, but also the lack of

acknowledgement of their existence: they appear

N
et

3

to have totally forgotten those once so close.

Shocking are the daily news stories which
tell of the plight of the elderly, of children and
dependants, who are being neglected, abused or
abandoned. Charity does begin at home. Does
that mean we are not to help others? Of course
not. That is just the beginning, and it should not
and does not end there. But we should never be

helping others to show we are charitable persons,
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or by trying to impress our peers.

The real meaning of charity begins at home. It
should start with our loved ones first and extend to
the people around us. And it should then extend
further, without any limitation. It is not always easy
for us to love the ones who are supposedly closest
to us. The simple things that we can do to help
to bring about a harmonious family life seem at
times not easy to achieve, be it through a lack of
communication or our impatience. Do we spend
enough time with those most close? Do we love
them unconditionally? Do we show compassion,

patience and are we truly forgiving?

Many of us, even those who have followed
Tao for a reasonable period of time, seem to forget

that the most important principle is to settle our

home first, before thinking how to save the world.
We can talk exciting words and can think big
thoughts, with many wonderful ideas on how to
promote and expand Tao and open more temples.
But if we cannot treat our close family and friends
in a respectful way and be settled in our home,
what can the other great ideas achieve? We aim
for the bigger goals, but the first priority is to
establish the foundation.

Be kind, respectful and loving to our loved
ones; then others will follow and will touch and feel
that care and concern first hand. Charity begins at
home, and with there being no shortcut to follow
Tao, there is our one and only starting point.

Establish your home foundation, influence

others around us, and they will change the world.

It’s Vow-Fulfilling Time!!

All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you

ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don’t hesitate. Write now. Better yet,

£

%@ let us know that you are willing to
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120 Youths Speak for Themselves

Crossword ...

14

16 ‘ ‘

1 [ |

Pl

Across

5. Kneel and touch the ground with the forefead
in worship manner

7. a process of developing a quality or skKill;
refinement

8. according to Zengzi, he does this upon three
things everyday

10. plant based diet

11. quality of being fair and reasonable

15. sympathetic pity and concern for the suffering

16. ambition of achieving something; goal

17. which gring someone or something together

18. a place where we learn Tao

19. Wisdom, Benevolence, and

Down

1. kindness; compassion

2. truthfulness

3. one of the eight 'virtues'

4. the quality of being friendly, generous, and
considerate

6. path; 'the way'

9. able to be relied on as gonest or truthful

12. cause and effect

13. accepted standards of behavior or morals

14. more than just intelligence

The answers are on p.68.
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Perseverance

© Thomas Ho (Canada)

The word “perseverance” is defined as
“steady persistence in a course of action, a
purpose, a state, etc, especially in spite of
difficulties, obstacles or discouragement." It is a
virtue ingrained in the Chinese culture and heavily
emphasized by all the great saints and sages. |
vividly remember when | was a child | learned a
famous ancient Chinese fable called "Old Man Yu
Gong Moved the Mountains." The story is about
the 90-years old Yu Gong's decision to remove
two huge mountains in front of his house with
nothing but the bare hands of his family. While the
moral of this fable stresses heavily the importance
of perseverance, | always have doubts about its
truthfulness - How could anyone without the help
of any modern technologies manage to remove a

mountain?

It wasn't until | heard the real-life story about
the Guo-Liang tunnel that put my doubts to an
end. The Guo-Liang village is situated in a valley
surrounded by 1700-meter-high mountains in
Henan province of China. The ancestors of the
villagers founded this village hundreds of years
ago in order to escape from military conflict and
political unrest. The only way to go in and out of

the village was to go through a very difficult path

ironically named as "stairways to Heaven", which
is essentially a series of irregular staircases carved
out of the mountainside. Over the centuries many
people died from falling off the cliff when traversing
this route. The poor condition of this one-and-
only road way into the village practically severed
all ties to the outside world and successfully kept
the village away from any social turmoil for many

years.

Unfortunately, as we fast-forward to the
20th century, this poorly-conditioned roadway
turned from being the guardian angel of the village
into a blockade to economic prosperity. Many
young villagers left the village to pursue better
employment opportunities in the outside world and
never returned. Several seniors from the village
gathered together one night to have a meeting and
decided they had to do something soon or else
the village would soon vanish. Finally they agreed
to embark on a seemingly-impossible mission -
to dig a 1.2 km long, 5 meters tall and 4 meters
wide tunnel through one of the mountains. To put
this mission in perspective, one has to understand
the historical background at the time. The digging
of the tunnel officially began some time in 1972,

at which time China was mired in unprecedented
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political struggles with virtually zero economic and
technological progress. For a countryside village
like Guo-Liang, getting their hands on any modern
equipment to help with the digging was nothing
but a pipe dream. This lack of proper equipment,

however, did not deter the villagers.

In March 9, 1972, thirteen brave men from
the village began digging with the most primitive
tools such as sledgehammers, steel chisels and
explosives. In order to make the best use of their
limited explosives, they need to dig small holes
off the granite cliff of the mountain for precise
insertion. The only way to achieve this was to
string themselves with ropes, slowly climb down
to the right height off the cliff and then begin
digging. At one point they ran out of money to
buy ropes and had to instead string together the
ropes used on the harnesses of plowing cows as

replacements.

For any poor remote countryside, scarcity
of resources is always an ongoing problem and
it is no different with the Guo-Liang village. As
a result of its high
altitude, the villagers
in Guo-Liang village
can only farm one
crop every year due
to its extraordinarily
short summer season.
Each year the entire
village can barely
produce about 80,000
kilograms of food for
the entire population
of about 900 people
in total. Despite their
tough grind at digging,

the thirteen men never managed to have a full
meal over the course of the entire mission as
their daily food allowance is a measly 12 cents.
By 1975, the entire tunnel-digging mission had
reached a pivotal point, and unfortunately the
village had also run out of financial resources to
buy any more sledgehammers and explosives as
they had sold absolutely everything possible. But
the unflinching resolve of the villagers kept their
spirit high in spite of this major setback. They
gathered absolutely everybody together from the
entire village to walk 5 km to a nearby mountain
slope to make money by digging "fishscale pits"(a
kind of soil preparation method on steeply sloping
land.). They ended up making about 3100 dollars
after working tirelessly for almost six months, and
once again they poured the entire sum into buying
more tools and explosives in order to continue

their near-impossible mission.

After 5 years of incessant digging and
breaking 4000 sledgehammers and 12 tons of
steel chisels and removing 26000 cubic meters

of hard granite, their hard work had finally paid
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off. On May 1st, 1977, the Guo-Liang tunnel was
officially open to the public and at the same time
rendered the "stairways to Heaven" obsolete.

There are a few lessons we can learn about
perseverance from this story. Much like the Guo-
Liang villagers, we often encounter dire situations
in life where we simply don't have the resources to
tackle. Most people would simply throw up their
hands and give in to destiny. They fail to realize
"perseverance" is their best-and-only weapon
when confronting harsh circumstances. Despite
the lack of resources, the Guo-Liang villagers
knew that building the tunnel was their only future
and there was simply no turning back from this
ultimate goal. Any physical hardships can be
overcome with endurance and sincerity. Many
of our seniors in the Tao community faced the
same situation as the Guo-Liang villagers when
they first brought the Tao overseas to Taiwan and
Hong Kong decades ago. Almost all of them went
overseas with an empty pocket. Yet they also
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knew clearly their mission was to spread Tao to
the rest of the world and they steadfastly remained
on this path regardless of the poor conditions they

had to endure.

It was also said that the entire population of
the village, all the way from 70-year-old men to
early teens, were at some point involved in helping
out in digging or removing debris. The completion
of the tunnel simply wouldn't happen without the
approval and involvement from everyone in the
village. Likewise we need everyone's solidarity
and support when it comes to persevere through
challenges within our Tao community. As the old
adage goes, "many a mickle makes a muckle".
Great achievements don't happen instantaneously
but rather are results of many baby steps put
together through relentless efforts. The sacred
mission of saving all sentient beings and bringing
salvation to the world is by no means a small feat
and requires perseverance from each and every

single one of us.

Across: Down:

5. kowtow 1. benevolence
7. cultivation 2. sincerity
8. reflection 3. loyal

10. vegetarianism 4. precept
11. justice 5. kindenss
15. compassion 6. tao

16. aspiration 9. trustworthy
17. affinity 12. karma

18. temple 13. propriety
19. bravery 14. wisdom
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A Joyful and Inspiring Trip

Experience of the 2015 Youth Summer Camp
at Chin Shan-Divinity College in Taiwan

© Rithy VA (Cambodia)

On July 1% 2015, the four of us checked in at
Phnom Penh International Airport from Cambodia
at 10:30 am and arrived at Taipei International
Airport at 3:20 pm. We were surprised with our
first flight from our homeland. The airport is bigger
than Cambodia’s, with modern equipment and a
large parking land.

That evening, we stayed at Tien len Temple.
On July 2 2015, we headed to Chin Shan Temple
(Chin Shan Divinity College) in southern Taiwan,
and we arrived at the temple at around 3:00 pm.

Chin Shan is a very
pretty large temple located
on the waist of the mountain
surrounded with a beautiful
forest. We arrived there while
the event’s organizers were
preparing beverages, food,
water, sound system and
lecture hall to welcome the
Summer Camp participants
the next day. We gladly
helped with the preparations.

The night passed quickly. The first day arrived.
There were many students and initiation masters
coming from different areas. They were so friendly.
Everyone had a smiling face to each other. Nearly
all of them were Taiwanese. To my knowledge,
there were 4 foreign students, a Malaysian and
three Cambodians (that’s us). At 8:30 am, the
Opening Ceremony started with the remarks from
the leading initiation master, Liu Dian-Chuan-
Shi. He asserted that the objectives of this annual

summer camp were the Objectives of Tien-Tao. He

encouraged us to purify our heart, make the world
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peaceful, be friendly, and have solidarity. After his

speech, many educational games were played for
a full day until 6:00 pm. Those games were really

fun.

For the three days in Chin Shan Temple, | was
so happy to be here because there were many
initiation masters who came from different areas
of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Cambodia. There were
many courses and new experiences to know how
to be a good person and live a peaceful life. |
enjoyed the camp very much. All the participants

who jointed this camp were so

friendly and talented.

All the programs were
well organized and smoothly
scheduled, especially the BBQ
at the first night of the event.
There were many kinds of
vegetarian foods. They were
so delicious and unforgettable,
especially the local snack Koa
Shuing. The taste and smell was
so good that | think the snack

came from heaven.

Allin all, ’'m so happy and feel happiness and
warmness during this trip in Taiwan, and feel like
we are a family. We have learnt and brought many
experiences from Taiwan to Cambodia, especially
the dynamic team-leading styles in which there
were so many surprises and wonderful new things.
After we came back, we have the confidence and
determination to develop our temple in Cambodia,
Cher Shin Temple, and help it grow as strongly as

the temples in Taiwan.
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IF and WHEN

© Nancy (Taiwan)

Well goes the saying, opportunity favors the
prepared mind. It means if we want to achieve
something, we have to prepare for it beforehand.
The preparation may include a plan, seeking for
some people’s advice, and doing a survey or
research. But how much should we do for the
preparation and how long should the preparation
take? The following is a story about the
preparation before a goal is achieved.

Let’s see what lesson the story will teach

us.

IF and WHEN were friends. Every
week they met and had lunch. Their
conversation usually centered on all the
things they were going to achieve. They
both had many dreams and they loved to
talk about them. This particular Saturday
when they met, WHEN sensed that IF
was not in a great mood. As usual they
sat at the table reserved for them and
ordered their lunch. Once they placed
their order, WHEN questioned IF. "IF
what is wrong with you? You don't seem
your usual cheery self?" IF looked at
WHEN and replied, "I'm not sure, | just
don't feel like | am making any progress.

120 Youths Speak for Themselves

This last week | saw a course | wanted to take if

only | had the time to take it."

WHEN knew exactly how IF felt. "Yeah,"

replied WHEN, "l too saw a course and | am going

to register when | get enough money together."
WHEN then said, "well what about that new job
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you were going to apply for. You were so excited

about it last week, did you apply?"

IF responded, "If my computer didn't break
down last week, | would have applied. But, my
computer is not working, so | could not type my

resume."

“Don't worry about it IF. When you are ready
another job will come through. Have been thinking
about looking for another job also, but | will wait
and when the weather gets nicer | will look then."
WHEN then went on to tell IF about his week,
hoping that it would cheer him up a bit.

The man at the next table couldn't help
overhear WHEN and IF. They both were talking
about when this and if that. Finally he couldn't
take it anymore. "Excuse me gentlemen," said the
man. IF and WHEN both looked at the man and
wondered what he wanted. The man continued,

“I'm sorry, but | couldn't help hearing your
conversation. | think | know how you could solve

your problems."

IF smiled and thought, how could a complete
stranger know how to solve all of their problems.
If only he knew. When he realized the challenges
they faced there was no way he could solve their
problems! Curious, IF asked the gentleman, "How
do you think you can solve our problems?"

The gentleman smiled and said, "You only
need listen to yourselves. It reminds me of an old
proverb: 'If and When were planted, and Nothing

grew'.

IF and WHEN looked puzzled. The gentleman
smiled and said, "Start counting how many times
you use the words 'if' and 'when'. Rather than
thinking 'if and when', start doing, take action,

stop talking about 'if and when'.
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IF and WHEN both looked surprised, and
suddenly realized that what the gentleman had
said was so true. Both of them were guilty of
thinking, acting and living their life for the "ifs and
whens". The gentleman left and IF and WHEN's
conversation changed. They made a pact that
when they met for lunch next week, there would
be no "ifs and whens"; they would only talk about
what they accomplished!

From the story above, we can understand
no matter how much preparation we have made,
how much we have considered, if we just sit there
doing nothing except for wondering WHEN and
IF, nothing will be achieved. There is no denying

Famous Quotes

that the preparation is important, but taking
action is even more important. Without enough
preparation, we may confront many difficulties
during the process, which may frustrate us and
make us give up the goal half the way. But if we
just keep thinking about when the best time is
and what the best condition is, nothing will be
done. Of course, we may not face the difficulties
resulting from our ill preparation, or we may avoid
the sense of frustration in the process. However,
we may also lose the opportunities to overcome
the difficulties and obtain the fruit of success
from our hard work and struggles. What a pity it
is!  Always remember, actions speak louder than

words.

© Nancy

1. Luck is what happens when preparation meets opportunity.

— Darrel Royal

2. Successful leaders have the courage to take action while others hesitate.

— John Maxwell

3. First ask yourself: What is the worst that can happen? Then prepare to accept it.

Then proceed to improve on the worst.

— Dale Carnegie (71888-1955) American writer.

4. In the field of observation, chance favors only the prepared minds.

— Louis Pasteur (1822-71895) French scientist.

5. Look for the best, prepare for the worst, and take what comes.

— Unknown Source
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