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Buddhas’ kindness teaches us to remain determined and strong,
no matter how the world’s negativity is affecting Tao cultivators
every moment of their lives.

P.68 {Wisdom)

Life is very simple: we work hard to be a high achiever in many
areas, but our focus should be more on what we can do and
how we actually are and how we deal with life and people in

general.

P.69 {May - Our Exam Period)

Life is never easy if we are always driven by our greed. However,

if we see the world with gratitude, life will really become a gift.

IpI0g WoIJ sdjon()

P.73 (The Story of a Blind Girl)
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Patagonia, located at southern end of South
America, is well known for its beautiful scenery. The
region contains the famous Andes mountains and
is full of magnificent snowy ridges and grasslands.
With plenty of rainfalls yielding top quality grass for
grazing, sheep farming has been popular since good
grass enhances the quality of wool grown by the
sheep. With the natural advantage, there are over
seven million sheep living in the area with plenty of
shepherds guiding them.

Wisdom

© Big Sam (USA)

Our story began during the height of Patagonia’s
sheep farming activity in the beginning of the First
World War during the early 1900s. Sheep farming
was introduced to Patagonia at the end of the 19th
century. With many farms growing sheep, their
competition for top quality grass became fierce.
Shepherds worked harder and they needed to travel
with their herds of sheep further. Needless to say,

their sheep were required to walk longer distances

and stay outside longer to reach available grasslands
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since nearby grasslands were grazed quickly by

competing shepherds.

One day a shepherd, named John, took his
sheep to the outskirt of the typical area for sheep
grazing. At 3 o’clock in the afternoon, which was
the normal time to start his return walk back to the
farm, he sensed that his sheep were not yet well fed.
While he frustrated, he noticed that some patches of
an un-grazed grassland were available right behind
the nearby mountain ridge. He rode his horse and
signaled his sheep to follow him to the un-grazed
grassland. However, his fellow shepherds, observing
John going in the opposite direction from the other
shepherds, warned John not to take the chance.
Due to its natural surroundings, Patagonia was also
known for its unpredictable weather and for hosting
many other animals including predators such as

wolves.
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John replied to the concerning shepherds,
“Don’t worry. | have thirty years of experience. |
can predict the incoming weather. | know the
returning trail so well that | can travel safely with my
eyes closed. With my horse and staff, | can fend off
incoming wolves, protecting my herd of one hundred
sheep.” So John set off with his sheep, traveled two
hours and arrived at the un-grazed grassland where
he spotted earlier. The sheep were happy and John
was proud of what he accomplished. It was now 6
o’clock in the late afternoon.

By eight o’clock in the evening, John noticed
significant pick up of wind gust. Storm must be
approaching, so he thought. John quickly gathered
his belongings, got up to his horse, and signaled
loudly to the sheep to start the returning journey.
Because the sheep had been staying outside for
extra time, the sheep were now very tired and they




were over fed as well. Their traveling speed was

much slower than normal.

A violent storm arrived by ten o’clock while John
and his sheep were still trekking within the mountain
trails. Night sky had already fallen by this late hour.
The storm brought torrential rain, strong gusty
winds, and threatening lightning strikes. The sheep
were scared yet they could not walk fast. Suddenly,
a howling sound was heard. In addition to the
challenge of storm and night fall, John had one more
threat to contend with—the approaching wolves.
Wolves always came in packs, and John, even with
thirty years of experience, could not fend off many
wolves at the same time. Wolf packs started their
relentless attacks from all directions. Storm rain
reduced visibility. Night time made following the
escape route difficult. Many sheep got lost in the
mountain; some fell off the cliffs, and many more
were taken away by the wolves. By sunrise the next
day, John finally returned to his farm, but now only

thirty sheep of his herd remained.

Master Ji-Gong Buddha'’s kindness:

A wise person is not bewildered;
the strength of his determination matches
diamond.
BETXEMER

Our paths of cultivation are not dissimilar
from John'’s tragic experience. We read countless
Buddhas’ sutras. We studied various Confucius’
books. We analyzed many Taoism’s scriptures. We
attended a lot of temple classes. We preached
lectures for decades. Yet, more than occasionally,
our thoughts and decisions were clouded by
delusions and desires. Therefore, Master Ji-
Gong Buddha often kindly reminds his disciples
that wisdom is not about intelligence, not about

smartness, not about knowledge, and not about
experience. A wise person is someone who knows
the truth, his judgment complies with the truth,
and he does not deviate from the truth under all

circumstances.

Buddha divided wisdom into four states
of wisdom. The first state of wisdom is called
“krtyanusthanajnanam” ( BYFT{EES ). When a
person’s five senses (eyes, ears, nose, tongue, and
body) encounter the sentient world, her soul is not
confused. The second state of wisdom is called
“pratyaveksanajianam” ( WERZZE ). It is regarding
one’s thoughts. When a person’s senses receive
the sentient world, her thought can separate right
and wrong; thus, she will not spawn inappropriate
thoughts. The third state of wisdom is called
“samatajianam” ( FEFMHE ). When a person lives
within the sentient world, she does not discriminate
any thought into love nor hate. All are created equal.
There is no difference between each other. She can
accept good encounters as well as evil encounters.
The fourth state of wisdom is called “adarsajfianam”
(KEEE). Its power solidifies the functions of the
previous three states of wisdom so that one’s soul
is clear, pure, and uncorrupted. The soul is bright
and unhindered. [t is like a giant round mirror which
can reflect the truth of the world and without any
hindrance nor attachment. This is the Buddha’s
state of emptiness. Additionally, a wise person is
someone who can apply the meaning of wisdom to

daily life and spiritual practice.

Tao cultivators generally understand the states
of wisdom. We agree that applying wisdom to daily
life is the right thing to do. However, we also admit
that the practice of wisdom is very difficult and is
hard to be consistent. Therefore, Master Ji-Gong
Buddha’s kindness bestowed his disciples with the

following teaching:
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Don’t let overflowing lust discard
a divine career.
Don’t let poor and lowly circumstances
underestimate oneself.

Don'’t let self-interests harm oneself.
Don’t let pleasure-seeking desires hinder life.
Don’t let fame cause extravagance.
Don’t let wealth and high position result in
arrogance and full of oneself.
BLUSAMESR HEHUEBRMEEK
mPIMES ELIERMIBGE
HUZERMATE BEUSEMRE

Lust is caused by materialistic desires. When
lust is overflowing, our mind can be overwhelmed
and proper judgment can’t be made. For example,
public education on prevention of driving under
the influence (by alcohol or drugs) has been widely
pursued for a number of years. Unfortunately, the
number of fatalities from DUI has not been reduced
significantly.  While many drivers know the legal limit
on drinking before driving, many drivers also choose
not to restrain themselves when they start drinking.
In a recent experience at a family restaurant, | saw
many parents drinking wine and beer while having
dinner with their young kids. | wonder how the family
could drive home after dinner when both parents
had been drinking alcohol throughout the night. Lust
can overwhelm one’s judgment and the only result
that follows is discarding one’s journey towards
Buddhahood.

It is undoubtedly that people love eating. When
eating morphs from the purpose of supporting
health and life to seeking pleasures, death and
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destruction follow. For example, we can all witness
many Tao cultivators who have been vegetarians
for three, four, five, six, and seven decades. They
remain youth looking, healthy, strong, energetic,
and joyful. These faithful Tao cultivators understand
the meaning of life while they eat to support their
own lives without harming other lives. On the other
hand, we are also sad to see that millions of sharks,
dolphins, alligators, turtles, bears, monkeys, tigers,
and many other endangered species are slaughtered
every year because of people’s desires. These
animals don’t enhance nutritional values and there
is no scientific evidence that they add any medicinal
benefits. People eating these animals often have to
violate international laws, yet again, because of their

pleasure-seeking desires.

Buddhas’ kindness teaches us to remain
determined and strong, no matter how the world’s
negativity is affecting Tao cultivators every moment
of their lives. The path of achieving Buddhahood
can be traveled; it all depends on our faith and our

commitment to finish the divine journey.

Chung Te Institute of Religions and Philosophy
(CTIl) is the place where we can acquire the
understanding of wisdom and apply wisdom
practically to our daily lives. With a solid foundation
in the time-honored values of Tien-Tao’s learning and
a dynamic combination of theoretical and applied
learning, a CTl education prepares Tien-Tao disciples
for life-long achievement measured by how deeply
they challenge themselves, how devotedly they
support their temples, and how selflessly they help

the world have a better future.



SR Themselves
May - Our Exam Period

© Winnie Cheung (U.K.)

As we approach the end of May, the first half of this year is almost
gone. This month of May is also an exam period in the UK, which means
last minute preparations and stressful faces amongst many students
and pupils. Tests and exams do recognise individual achievements over
a year or over a period of time, reflecting hard work and effort, study
and perseverance. It is certainly unfair though to determine a person's
personal achievements entirely by way of exams. Unfortunately, it is not
just hard work or preparation that count. Sometimes we place too much
emphasis on academic achievement and forget the other aspects that

make a person well-rounded and balanced.

It is sad to see that the approach and priority of most schools is the
teaching and passing on of knowledge and facts, to the achievement
of high grades. With better results comes the rising status in the school
league tables. But let us consider other aspects of education that can
be as important as knowledge and academic achievement. | recently
visited one of the finest schools in England, Winchester College. The
motto of that school is “Manners Makyth Man”; this means manners
make us human. What we do not lack in our society are people who have
knowledge and facts, for with ever-growing technology, we certainly know
more than we used to be. No, in our world, we lack people who can do
the appropriate things at the appropriate time, by having the morality and

charity in their heart, to emphasise, communicate and compromise.

Sometimes we feel we complicate things too much. Life is very

simple: we work hard to be a high achiever in many areas, but our focus
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should be more on what we can do and how we
actually are and how we deal with life and people
in general. We totally ignore the fact that manners,
moral standards and charity should be a part of us
at all times, and the moral example should be set
from birth, through family, education and overall
from society. We usually hear from the elderly that
the current younger generation are not like what
they used to be. Freedom of choice, speech,
liberal thinking and personal priorities dominate
society mostly in a negative way. We cannot ignore
the fact that many of us get confused by what is
expected of us, who to follow and how to deal

with different situations.

As basic Tao disciples, we learn from our Tao
books, from our Teacher and Elders and seniors at
the temple, who teach us what we need to know
to be a real "gentleman”. Their teachings serve as
guidelines for us and they are the powerful tools
for us in our lives. We need to learn by practicing
daily under all circumstances, without any
reservation and/or doubt. Exams and tests are not
just a phase of our lives, at a period of time in May
or in June; they are there at all times, wherever we
are and whatever age we are. How we behave,
act and respond can tell far more than just a mark

on a paper.

..
ie,

f&:Q.let us know that you are willing to

It’s Vow-Fulfilling Time!!

All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you

ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don't hesitate. Write now. Better yet,

articles on a regular basis
o,

of the columnists.
°®
aoe your fellow
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130 Youths Speak for Themselves

The Story of a Blind Girl

© Nancy (Taiwan)

Well goes the saying, “Greed knows no
bounds.” It means that it will be a meaningless
thing if we focus too much on seeking the
materialistic things, as they are illusory. We cannot
gain the real happiness from it; on the contrary,
we will create much more trouble because there
is no end to our desire. Take transportation tools
for example. When we have a bicycle, we will
feel happy at first because a bicycle helps us
move from one place to another more quickly
than on foot. But when we are riding a bike and
see someone riding a motorcycle, we will also
hope to get one, as motorcycles move faster
than bikes. But even when we get a motorcycle,
greed still gets in the way of our happiness. After
seeing someone driving a more comfortable
transportation tool—for example, a car, our greed
will again drive us to get one. To get one means
we have to spend much more money and much
more time on work and less time with our family
or taking a rest. We thus create more economical
and working burden on ourselves when driven
by our greed. And the most terrible thing is that
even if we sacrifice so much, we still cannot gain

the real happiness, as greed has no bounds. The

real happiness in our mind will never come since
we will never stop looking for something that is
bigger, better, faster, more expensive and more
comfortable.

The following is a short story about the greed

in our mind. Let’s see how greed makes us blind.

There was a blind girl who hated herself just
because she was blind. She hated everyone,
except her loving boyfriend. He was always there
for her. She said that if she could only see the

world, she would marry her boyfriend.

One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to
her and then she could see everything, including
her boyfriend. Her boyfriend asked her, “Now that

you can see the world, will you marry me?”

The girl was shocked when she saw that her
boyfriend was blind too, and refused to marry
him. Her boyfriend walked away in tears, and later
wrote a letter to her saying:

“Just take care of my eyes dear.”
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This is how human brain changes when the status changes. Only few remember
what life was before, and who's always been there even in the most painful situations.

| came upon the following words and they struck a chord with me. Hope that

you’ll find them inspiring as well.

Life Is A Gift
Today before you think of saying an unkind word-
think of someone who can’t speak.
Before you complain about the taste of your food-
think of someone who has nothing to eat.
Before you complain about your husband or wife—
think of someone who is crying out to God for a companion.
Today before you complain about life—
think of someone who went too early to heaven.
Before you complain about your children—
think of someone who desires children but they’re barren.
Before you argue about your dirty house, someone didn’t clean or sweep-
think of the people who are living in the streets.
Before whining about the distance you drive-
think of someone who walks the same distance with their feet.
And when you are tired and complain about your job—
think of the unemployed, the disabled and those who wished they had your job.
But before you think of pointing the finger or condemning another-
remember that not one of us are without sin and we all answer to one maker.
And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down-

put a smile on your face and thank God you’re alive and still around.

Life is a gift — Live it, Enjoy it, Celebrate it, and Fulfill it.
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Tao Youths Speak for Themselves

Life is never easy if we are
always driven by our greed.
However, if we see the world with
gratitude, life will really become a
gift. We should try to be a person
of wisdom instead of a person of

blindness. Led by our greed, we

will always be blind whether our
eye sight is all right or not; but with »
a thankful and grateful mind, we

will become truly happy people. ﬁ '. -
The world never does anything to e —

affect our feelings; it is the way we

f —— \_v-__‘__"?

—— — — — S —
see the world that changes our ST e e
lives and moods. <~ oo |

1. “It isn't what you have or who you are or where you are or what you are doing that
makes you happy or unhappy. It is what you think about it.”

— Dale Carnegie, How to Win Friends and Influence People

2. “Be thankful for what you have; you'll end up having more. If you concentrate on what
you don't have, you will never, ever have enough”

— Oprah Winfrey

3. “Because one believes in oneself, one doesn't try to convince others. Because one is
content with oneself, one doesn't need others' approval. Because one accepts oneself,
the whole world accepts him or her.”

— Lao Tzu

4. “Happiness is not a goal...it's a by-product of a life well lived.”

— Eleanor Roosevelt

5. “We need much less than we think we need.”

— Maya Angelou
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