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The fact most human seedlings remain as
remnants on Earth indicates that all have
forgotten and are not aware of what the Three
Treasures are about. Such Truth has been
embedded in all religious teachings expounded
by God's Messengers.

P60 {The Three Noble Treasures (Part 1 of 2))

Like that sole tree which supplies me oxygen
tonight, the brothers and sisters who came
around over the weekend to make this dharma
gathering a success all contributed honestly
with no further intention other than sharing

the spirit of humanity.

P66 {Able Body and Healthy Cultivation

Huan De Temple, Chennai, India

“Honest Heart without Intent” Dharma Gathering
8th — 9th December 2018)

Therefore, we should learn to admire
everything happening in our life, since it might
be something influential for our life but does

not appear to a big thing on the surface.

P59 (The Last Ride)
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Honest Heart without Intent, Cultivation
with Joy; Making the Mind Sincere, Rectifying
the Heart, and Practicing with Ease

Exerting Your Heart to the Fullest and Your Abilities
will be Developed

It's a pity that people often try to save their face, to preserve their dignity,
to put on an act, or think they are smart. As a result, we unconsciously deceive
ourselves and others, compromising our position. If we are not careful, we can
make reckless comments like “I hate it” or “It’s ridiculous.” In that case, we have
attachments in our hearts. When we have physical attachments, right and wrong,
and worries, we can't have sincerity. Thus, we have to be prudent at all times. Great
Learning admonishes: “(A cultivator should) be cautious about the emergence of
his/her mental attachments in the subtleties, and cease the evil thoughts in their

stirrings.” We have to be careful about small details. Whether it is a good thing or
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a bad thing, our thoughts have to be righteous when they arise. We need to spare
no effort in avoiding the cause (as opposed to the effect). We just tell ourselves,
everything will be ok if we exert our heart to the fullest. Saints exert their hearts
to the fullest to fulfill their nature. Therefore, the Holy Teacher said, “Propagating
Tao by exerting one’s heart to the fullest” Have we exerted our hearts? The Holy
Teacher wishes that we can deliver all corners in the world. How can we develop
the abilities? If we exert our hearts to the fullest, we can gain the power. For
example, the kid next door falls and you ignore him/her. Do you exert your heart
to the fullest? You may help him/her to stand up, but his/her mother blames it
on you, “You pushed my kid. Why are you so mean?” What's it to you? You merely
exert your heart to the fullest. You don't push the kid. As | mentioned above, “Saints
exert their hearts to the fullest to fulfill their nature” You have exerted your heart
to the fullest. Even if people misunderstand you and blame everything on you, it
doesn’t matter. Your heart doesn't move or sway, so you do not fear. Your heart is
sincere, without intent. In that case, Heaven will bestow blessings on you. We were
perfect, but we have been tainted with all sorts of lures and obsessions. As long as
we are willing to correct our errors and exert our hearts to the fullest to fulfill our

nature, sincerity is within our grasp.
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Youths Speak
Ta O for Themselves

OMak (Malaysia)

The Three

Noble Treasures

(Part 1 of 2)

Indian Huan De Temple in Chennai was
officially opened by Qian Ren on 5th April 2015.
Since then nearly a thousand Indian brothers
and sisters received the blessing. Most of them
were first timers. The success rate is rather high,
signifying that India is the birth place of Buddhism.
The strong Buddha affinity and their customs of
visiting temples and places of worship to mark
their auspicious days like birthday, marriage
anniversary, business incorporation day of the
business, etc, have indeed brought them as visitors
to our temple every now and then. Sometimes
when initiation masters are not in town, temple
keepers would take down their mobile numbers in
the visitors’ record book and would invite them to
come back to the temple to get the blessing and
receive the Three Treasures during the master's
next visit. Sad to say, most of them would not
respond positively despite their promises to do so.

The dropout is also very high.
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When first-time visitors see the decorations
and the set-up of the Temple, we will need to
explain in details to them to defuse the local Indian
visitors’ perception that it is a Chinese Temple from
Malaysia. Instead, it is a temple of Heaven for all.
This is the Temple where one could receive their
Three Treasures from the enlightened Master,
who has Heaven'’s decree. It is a temple in which
the noble Three Treasures could be re transmitted
through a special Puja. ("Puja” is an Indian word
denoting certain temple protocols that need to be
carried out solemnly, before one could receive the
Three Treasures.) There is no religion conversion
here. It’s more like sharing the Three Treasures
and advising each and every human being to be
home again, once his/her mission assigned in the
secular world is completed. The fact most human
seedlings remain as remnants on Earth indicates
that all have forgotten and are not aware of what

the Three Treasures are about. Such Truth has been



embedded in all religious teachings expounded
by God’s Messengers. The Truth of Taoism,
Confucianism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam,
were expounded by God's Messengers at different
times, different geographical locations, different
customs, different beliefs, different civilisations.
They look so differently superficially. Conflicts
of different religions are very real under current
trends of human civilisations. Worse still, faith of
the same religion has been misinterpreted in the
hand of sectarian heads. They slaughter others
for not conforming to the beliefs, ethics, and
practices. Such contradictions to the Messengers’
teachings are indeed very worrisome and could
be the time bomb for the third world war. Modern
technology aggravates the difference in the
interpretation of different sectarians of the same
religion. These chaotic pictures really butt heads
with the love and peace from the Almighty. All

religions’ Truth remains unchanged. We have been

very blessed by the Almighty. Many religions’
sectarians still could not see eye to eye over the
fundamental teachings in conforming to the Truth.
For the benefit of all Tao Disciples, Tao lineage
is documented via the 28 “Western” Patriarchs
of Buddhism. The remaining 36 Patriarchs were
passed down in succession from one Master to
another. According to the Tao lineage, human

civilisation was in fact practised in India and China.

The Heavenly Portal
Most of the time, during our courses, we use
Buddhism and Christianity to illustrate this most

important Truth.

We stress and highlight that every human
being has a’‘cross’ in the head. This could be easily
proven by the fact that Jesus was crucified at the

age of 32 by his enemy on a “cross” two thousand

years ago. This was the historical event of all
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human beings. Being God’s secret, Jesus’ mission
had been achieved by being crucified on the “cross”
accompanied by two thieves on His left and right
sides. Everybody has an invisible cross that we

now term as the Heavenly Portal.

The story of Gautama Buddha stated that
2,500 years ago, Buddha held a lotus flower in
front of His eyes silently during the closing of
the last Dharma Gathering, in which nearly 3,000
disciples were in attendance. Only Ananda Kayyap
responded with a smile to Him. Being God'’s
secret, Gautama anointed Ananda Kayyap as the
first Patriarch of his teaching after knowing that
Ananda Kayyap could perceive and understand

the God’s secret hidden in the Eye.

Bodhidharma was the last of the 28 Patriarchs
of Buddhism who was instructed by the 27th

Patriarch to bring the secret teaching to China

1,500 years ago. Just imagine, Bodhidharma knew
no Chinese and forewent his luxury of palatial
status of the Prince of Kingdom, in Kancheepuram
District in Tamil Nadu State. Bodhidharma'’s
historical journey to China was phenomenal,
bringing no Buddhist scriptures and sutras with
him. It serves as refreshing testimonies that
the Secret Dharma was indeed transmitted by
words of mouth from one patriarch to the next,
secretly. In the spirit of this renowned journey of
Bodhidharma, we proclaimed that we Malaysians

brought back this Secret Teaching back to India.

Most Indians are God fearing persons. The
initiation master uses her / his finger to unlock
the door of the soul on behalf of Ji Gong Living
Buddha. It is the same teaching founded in South
Continent by the Siddhartha Prince in search of
the Truth about why man could not escape the

suffering of reincarnation. He was later known
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to all as The Founder of Buddhism called the
Gautama Buddha.

Once the door is unlocked, by simple analogy,
it is re-joining the soul’s light and the Heavenly
Mother’s Light. Once this is reconnected, one shall
be able to transcend the cycle of reincarnation,
and will be home with the Heavenly Mother
eternally, when one is due to be called home
by Lord. It shall be blissful and forever happy in
unison with the Mother Nature. If a person has not
had the chance to get connected back with the
Heavenly Mother, he or she will end up on the 6
Paths of Reincarnations when the soul leaves the
body through the eyes, ears, nose, mouth, navel
hole and the vertex. The soul will have no other
alternatives but could only gain exit through
these 6 apertures when being called home by

Lord.

Again we shall highlight to all brothers and
sisters that all shall gain merits by sharing these
with family members, friends and associates by
bringing them to temple to receive the Three
Treasures and at the same time to refresh the
Three Treasures themselves by sitting through the
explanation sessions of the Three Treasures to the

new receivers.

We also take this opportunity to say that
Hinduism, one of the oldest religions founded in
India 5,000 years ago, also knows that it is God’s
secret that the door of the soul is at the cross. It is
their custom to place the dot of black and white

or red on the forehead in between the eye brows

rather than at the Cross to avoid revealing God's

secret.

We also highlight to them that anatomically
there is indeed a very minute hole at the Heavenly
Portal at the intersection of the Cross. Three inches
from the Portal situates the Pituitary Gland, the
master control gland of all others in the physical
body. It is also the centre pivotal point of one’s
head where one’s soul is in unison with the
heavenly light. In fact in Chinese we call this Portal

the mystical fine hole. (ARAZX)

The Heavenly Portal is a very well protected
part of one’s body. It is situated at the most
secured site whose existence is unknown to most
people. It is a well-known and established fact
that our eyes are the windows of the soul. We see
lovers communicate intimately without saying a
word during courtship, and that their souls are
in communication. In one's daily life, eye contact
could connect one another deeply via effective

communication.

The Heavenly Mantra

These are the five-worded mantra, which
has never been recorded in any literature and
religious sutras. Sometimes we call it the “Wordless
Mantra”. Unfortunately, some slanderous
accusations of some religions allege that we
have used their teachings to infer the Truth and
published in details of how the Three Treasures are
transmitted. However, readers who have accessed
and read about them gained no spiritual benefit

on the salvation of the soul. This again proves
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the significance of the Heaven’s decree of the

enlightened master.

Being God’'s secret, and for purpose of
sharing in this article, we would call the Heavenly
Mantra “One, Two, Three, Four and Five.” Four and
Five denote the name of Maitreya Buddha. In
Sanskrit “Mi-Le” means “Benevolence”. To Indian
brothers and sisters, we use the Sun and the Moon
to illustrate these unconditional, universal love
showered upon us regardless of who we are. From
the rich and powerful to the poor commoners, one
receives the same amount of energy from the Sun

indiscriminately, equally and fairly.

The first word of the Mantra denotes the
heavenly world. It is where all souls originated
from. When we say “all God'’s children are equal’,
it means all human souls are gifted by God and
are embedded with all attributes and elements
of what God have - not more nor less; all of
us are gifted the same. Souls give us all the
functionalities and abilities of all organs, tissues,
senses and cells. They give us life. In the purest
state, human is the bridge to connect the Heaven
and Earth as One. This heavenly kingdom is the
original home where one shall reside. This is
the very original home of all human beings. In
Buddhism we call it a “Void". We say “all beings will
return to the Void. From the Void we gain image,
shape, weight, form and feelings. The Void is, in

fact, plentiful.

The second word is where movements start

to evolve from absolute quietness. This mystical
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energy from the Void transforms into positive and
negative forms of energy. This spiritual world
denotes the interaction of the mystical energy and
slowly and surely transforms into the secular world
full of images and forms. The reproduction of life
comes from here. It is the interactions that give

and produce all beings on this planet.

In Taoism, we illustrate these by the positive
and negative energies of metal, wood, water,
fire and earth. For Indian brothers and sisters,
we wish to keep it simple by again using the
Sun as the positive energy and the Moon as the
negative energy. From the interaction of energies,
growth and reproduction occurs. For example, the
reproduction of living creatures is the interaction
of man (the positive energy) and woman (the

negative energy).

In short the Sun and the Moon give life from

the quiet form to the active production.

The third word refers to the images and
material secular world. All beings are actively
living in this worldly space. The attractions,
materials, sounds, smells, tastes, feelings have
overshadowed everything that we have. We have
been attached and drowned in these materialistic
world so much so that most of us are lost. These
have given rise to all senses and organs of ours in
search of fulfilment to the fullest. Our cravings and
desires generate the wants and wishes. These have
slowly nurtured the three poisons of greed, anger
and ignorance. lllusions and imaginations run

wild. Our minds will be disturbed running up and



down like a horse and a monkey that never will be
able to settle down. The constant changes slowly
cover up the True-Self which will lose the control
of the physical body. The thoughts will be twisted.
Self-interest, self-benefit, self-centred intentions

will dominate one’s days, months, years, and life.

Though these three worlds—the Void, the
Yin and Yang, and the material world—coexisted
as One, three hearts are generated—Blood Heart,
Human Heart, and Tao Heart. Blood Heart is always
bad. Human Heart will sway between good and
bad. Tao Heart will be pure all the time, reflecting
on why we need to engage in cultivation to correct
all the wrongs, irregularities and shortcomings.
One could not erase all cravings and desires, but
could curtail and regulate the wants and wishes
so that things will not go out of control and will

be in moderation. This brings about the result

that our minds will be associated with the Tao

Heart all the time. The Tao Heart will manifest as
the rightful owner of Conscience that will direct
and dictate one’s life on the right path. One
will be able to conduct life in accordance to the
five bonds (Fffi) in the community that will
exhibit the Eight Morality Values of Humanity (Z
1B BIEIE&EERID) i.e. Filial Piety, Brotherliness,
Loyalty, Trustworthiness, Propriety, Righteousness,
Integrity and Shamefulness. Humans by nature
will discriminate and differentiate to serve one’s
needs. However, in the path of cultivation we shall
eliminate these shortcomings slowly and surely,
while realising that we are borne to fulfil the holy
mission at God s’ disposal and calling. In short, we

live here to fulfil God’s mission.

(To be continued)
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Ta O for Themselves

OMichelle Mak (Malaysia)

Able Body and
Healthy Cultivation

Huan De Temple, Chennai, India

“Honest Heart without Intent” Dharma Gathering

8th — 9th December 2018

| just came home from rendering some
temple services at India’s HuanDe Temple. And as
usual, with the full speed wi-fi connection, the first
thing | did was to scroll my phone and share the
few photos | had in it. Then Uncle David proposed,
“The title of your article should be ‘Able Body and
Healthy Cultivation” | thanked him profusely for

the inspiration.

Ironically, though being fully inspired, | had
nothing to write about. | sat quietly in the balcony
of my home. It is my space of solitude and space
for breathing the oxygen supplied by the only tall
tree that is still standing outside my apartment.
Then | thought why Uncle David suggested such a

title?

Looking at the dark silhouette of the only tall
tree, | suddenly knew that Uncle David must have

felt the inconveniences he had during his four
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days of services with us. Had he felt that losing
the agility of one leg slowed him down? Had he
thought further of how handicapped people had
persevered through life, which inspired him to
strive more? | guess, ultimately Uncle David must

have felt so much gratitude for his inconvenience.

Uncle David injured his leg from a marathon.
He had sustained a minor injury on his knee before
the run. Ignoring the pain, he went on for his run
across the Penang Bridge. As a result, the injured
knee became inflamed and spilled over to the
ligaments and muscles. Consequently, movement
became slow and painful. Recovery was even
slower because being Uncle David, he carried on
with his work despite the pain. Now, he has to
have a walking stick to assist the distribution of
his body weight so that the injured leg will carry
the less burden and can ease its way through

recuperation.



Unlike many of us, small inconveniences
like this had not deterred Uncle David’s will from
fulfilling his duty as a speaker and administrator in
the annual dharma gathering at HuanDe Temple.
He came with his walking stick and requested
for a wheelchair in the airport. He stood through
the prayers, and bowed as usual for every prayer
including the long repentance (confession)

protocol.

Have we not once made up some small
excuses to exempt ourselves from our regular

prayers? Uncle David’s spirit humbled me.

This year’s dharma gathering sailed through
smoothly, though attendance could be better. |
took a back seat and saw much more through an
eye of an amateur photographer, small details of

what others did.

| saw ladies helping each other despite feeling
jet lag and tired. Aunty Soo and Aunty Jessy were
very prompt as if they were put on an auto-pilot,
preparing all the necessities for each prayer. They
too prepared all the calligraphic writings and log
book records. As soon as someone came into the
temple, they immediately halted what they were
doing and ushered the more junior brothers and

sisters to the altar and made them feel at home.

| saw Rajesh the Indian brother who helped
around the temple errands, rushing everywhere
to get the electricity and water pumped up, and
then rushing back to the kitchen to fix dinner

and lunch for everybody. “What a multi-talented

man!” | thought — he cooked, fixed, listened and

performed.

What was more, in the kitchen this year, |
saw happy faces for two newly widowed ladies,
working in the kitchen hand in hand with fellow
sisters and brothers who were strangers at first,

and later turned buddies.

Some brothers and sisters are also very
impressive. Sister Fong, for example, who doesn't
read a word of Chinese, could administrate all the
protocols in Mandarin. Angeline, an 8-year-old
Indian girl together with her mother, could also
administrate the protocols in perfect Chinese!
Uncle Lim and Uncle Hou who are volunteers at
HuanDe Temple now speak simple English and

emceed the ceremonies in English.

Speaking of language and communication
barrier, Master Tai, in his very advanced age, could
touch hearts through nods, smiles and respectable
bows, piercing our hearts with his bountiful
spirit of benevolence. There was not a single
sight of jet lag in him. And although we needed
two translators to send his messages across the
audience, Master Tai did not keep any essence of
cultivation to himself. He brought God’s message
across, simply, sweetly and precisely. Nothing
dampened the spirit of sharing and delivering
another soul to the other river bank or rather,
across the rough sea to the safety of the next

shore.

| must mention too, what had also humbled

Tao Youths Speak for Themselves | Borde No.59

67



me was Master Soong’s and Master Mak’s tireless
preaching and they reached out to have more
attendees in this dharma gathering. Master
Soong is still getting herself fit in her physical
health. Nonetheless, | could see her up early
every morning, manning the kitchen followed by
managing the flow of the day’s schedule. At night,
| could see her busy whatsapp-ing all brothers and
sisters to come and join the gathering. Only then
she would start to breathe on her bed, retiring into
deep sleep before the next sun rise. Yes, | think she
did not breathe because | saw her gulping down

food without tasting the meal!

Master Mak strived with his handicapped
hearing ability. He could not hear low decibel
sounds. He could only hear sounds that hit his ear

drums at the right angle. He could have chosen

to live in peace. But he had chosen to utilize his
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feeble muscles to carry heavy bags, his sight and
alertness to weave through the Indian traffic and
his brain muscles to translate and preach scriptures
to all of us. Efforts of self-improvement were made
in silent readings and studies. He would say to me
with a jovial smile on his face, “Each time | read the
same scriptures, | get different understandings.
Some are intellectually comprehensible. Most are

heartfelt”

Which is why, | guess, | am always taught
that the discovery of the Truth is a journey of
tasting the sweetness and bitterness of humanity.
Scriptures are only lengthy words if we do not

walk that path of self-refinement.

Of course, a dharma gathering will never be

of any success with no audience.




Punctuality is often a shortcoming in the
Asian community. | was so very impressed and
touched by our Indian brothers and sisters who
came to attend all morning prayers. And others
who came, who couldn’t make it for the morning
prayers were punctual to be at the lecture hall

when the sharing started. Some came from afar!

From what | have known, Indians run on
packed daily schedule. They even work on
weekends. For this weekend, | saw our Indian
brothers and sisters prioritizing time for the
dharma gathering. They must have scheduled and
re-scheduled their tasks to be able to sit in and

listen to the valuable sharing!

While | sat at the back of the lecture hall,
listening to the lectures that were presented in
English, | listened to the Tamil translation too!
Brother Balu and Brother Raghu are veterans in
translating. But Brother Manikam and Brother
Moorthy together with Sister Priya were all first
timers. | knew no Tamil. But | think | understood
their translation to be accurate, for during the
feedback session of the dharma gathering, when
inspired audience went on stage to share their
thoughts, | could feel their spirit radiating through
their speeches, seemingly enlightened and
instilled with an unreserved ambition to cultivate
more with awareness to be a better human each
day - the teaching of Tao is indeed the teaching
of a universal Truth. And we are all set to discover
our true Master, no matter what language it is

conveyed.

| stared now again at the sole tree beside
my apartment, which seemingly has no special

function on its own.

Like that sole tree which supplies me oxygen
tonight, the brothers and sisters who came
around over the weekend to make this dharma
gathering a success all contributed honestly with
no further intention other than sharing the spirit

of humanity.

So much in line with the year’s theme, “Honest
Heart without Intent” | believe, nothing, especially
one function as sacred as a dharma gathering, will
ever be a success, if people who were involved
came with an ulterior, selfish motive. The sacrifices
made and the energy rendered were all in unison
and synced perfectly although we had never
rehearsed any part of the show. Although we are
of different complexion and colors, although we
are of different societal status and upbringings,
when it comes to selfless, holy services, we all sang

and danced in harmony.

What then was the secret?

My best guess, of what didn’t stop Uncle
David despite his pain and inconveniences, was
his love to others and his trustworthiness, for a
promise is promise not to be broken. What has
become the locomotive of the sacrifices of all our
Masters to guide us through the darkness was
their compassion for delivering us to a heavenly

state in our everyday cultivation.

Tao Youths Speak for Themselves | Borde No.59

69



We are all handicapped in a certain way. But
with awareness of it, we find ways to overcome
our shortcomings because we sincerely want
to. Having an able body brings all conveniences
to the cultivation of our thoughts and hearts.
However, once a disability presents itself,
cultivation becomes more profound and healthy,
because we suddenly become aware how blessed

we are having a complete body. This told me to

always empty our hearts of pre-conceptions so
that they are not filled with pride. Pride prevents

improvement.

Humbly | thank God for this up-lifting journey
to India. It opened up my eyes and enlightened
my heart for there was so much love that self-

interests just vaporized in thin air.

4\4 -

Ies Vow-Fulfilling
 Timelly
All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you

ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don't hesitate. Write now. Better yet, let us know that you are willing to submit articles
on a regular basis and become one of the columnists. Or you can encourage your fellow

Tien-Tao cultivators who are also competent writers to start their submissions of articles.

Please submit your article to: multice@ms34.hinet.net

Deadline for Submission: May 15, 2019

/
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©ONancy (Taiwan)

In such a busy and fast-paced modern world,
how do we deal with everything happening
in our life? Very often, we just keep checking
our lists to make sure that we finish everything
important in our schedule. But this way, we will
just focus on the lists of schedule and may easily
miss something more important in our life which
appears to be a trifle on the surface. The following

is a story telling a situation like this.

| arrived at the address and honked the horn.
After waiting a few minutes, | honked again. Since
this was going to be my last ride of my shift, |
thought about just driving away, but instead | put
the car in park and walked up to the door and

knocked.

“Just a minute’, answered a frail, elderly voice.
| could hear something being dragged across

the floor. After a long pause, the door opened.

The Last Ride

A small woman in her 90s stood before me. She
was wearing a print dress and a pillbox hat with
a veil pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940s
movie. By her side was a small nylon suitcase. The
apartment looked as if no one had lived in it for
years. All the furniture was covered with sheets.
There were no clocks on the walls, no knickknacks
or utensils on the counters. In the corner was a

cardboard box filled with photos and glassware.

“Would you carry my bag out to the car?” she
said. | took the suitcase to the cab, then returned
to assist the woman. She took my arm and we
walked slowly toward the curb. She kept thanking
me for my kindness. “It's nothing’, | told her. “I just
try to treat my passengers the way | would want
my mother to be treated.”“Oh, you're such a good

boy’, she said.

When we got in the cab, she gave me an
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address and then asked, “Could
you drive through downtown?”“It's
not the shortest way”, | answered
quickly. “Oh, | don't mind,’she said.
“I'm in no hurry. I'm on my way to a
hospice.” | looked in the rear-view
mirror. Her eyes were glistening.
“I don't have any family left”, she
continued in a soft voice. “The
doctor says | don't have very long”
| quietly reached over and shut off

the meter.

“What route would you like me to take?” |
asked. For the next two hours, we drove through
the city. She showed me the building where
she had once worked as an elevator operator.
We drove through the neighborhood where
she and her husband had lived when they
were newlyweds. She had me pull up in front
of a furniture warehouse that had once been a
ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl.
Sometimes she'd ask me to slow in front of a
particular building or corner and would sit staring

into the darkness, saying nothing.

As the first hint of sun was creasing the
horizon, she suddenly said, “I'm tired. Let's go
now”. We drove in silence to the address she
had given me. It was a low building, like a small
convalescent home, with a driveway that passed
under a portico. Two orderlies came out to the cab
as soon as we pulled up. They were solicitous and
intent, watching her every move. They must have

been expecting her.
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| opened the trunk and took the small

suitcase to the door. The woman was already
seated in a wheelchair. “How much do | owe you?”
She asked, reaching into her purse. “Nothing”, |
said. “You have to make a living", she answered.
“There are other passengers’, | responded. Almost
without thinking, | bent and gave her a hug. She
held onto me tightly. “You gave an old woman
a little moment of joy”, she said. “Thank you." |
squeezed her hand, and then walked into the dim

morning light.

Behind me, a door shut. It was the sound
of the closing of a life. | didn't pick up any more
passengers that shift. | drove aimlessly lost in
thought. For the rest of that day, | could hardly
talk. What if that woman had gotten an angry
driver, or one who was impatient to end his
shift? What if | had refused to take the run, or
had honked once, then driven away? On a quick
review, | don't think that | have done anything

more important in my life. We're conditioned to



think that our lives revolve around great
moments. But great moments often catch us
unaware - beautifully wrapped in what others

may consider a small one.

Author: New York City taxi driver

From the story above, we will find that
the ride is very important for both of the old
lady and the taxi driver because it is the last
ride for them. For the old lady, the ride is a
way of bidding farewell to the world since
she will enter a hospice and will not live
long according to her doctor. The taxi driver
also never thinks that his last drive of his
occupation will be ended in such a touching
and heartwarming way. His little help gives
the old lady a retrospection of her life and a
very important influence on himself. If he is
impatient in the beginning, or if he is carefully
driving his car without paying attention to
the old lady’s story, would the ending of the
ride still be that touching and meaningful?
| guess not. Therefore, we should learn to
admire everything happening in our life,
since it might be something influential for
our life but does not appear to a big thing
on the surface. The schedule of daily life is
important for the way to success, but it will
never be that important to our life. From
now on, try to see this world with our mind
rather than just lead our life according to our

schedule.

amous
Quotes

There are two ways to live your life.
One is as though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as though everything is a
miracle.

—Albert Einstein

When you can't change the direction
of the wind, adjust your sails.

—H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Every man dies. Not every man really
lives.

—William Ross Wallace

Life is either a daring adventure or
nothing at all.
—Helen Keller

Death is not the greatest loss in life.
The greatest loss is what dies inside us
while we live.

—Norman Cousins
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