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In summary, learning is joy; serving others is
happiness. Confucius kindly said that “it is
happiness when learning is suitably coupled

with practicing.”

P66 {Rules: Summer Camp (Part 2))

We can disagree with others, but we should
not be insulting, just because they do not
share our beliefs. The basic and fundamental
principle of the world largest religions is peace
and that is what human beings should strive

for: peace and love.

P68 {Believe)

Therefore, the class reminds us of the firm
grasp of the divine golden thread. Have we
been showing our tenacity, most importantly
towards our faith and uphold our vows
during both favourable and unfavorable
circumstances? Indeed, it is a constant

reflection!

P69 {Virtue Never Stands Alone.
It's Bound to Have Neighbors.)
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©Elder Koo
OTranslated by

To Sincerely Practice All Good Deeds
and Keep Away All Evil Deeds

Do Not Have Delusions; Endure Indifference

So where do we start our cultivation? Heart; we start at the heart. Otherwise,
even though we have obtained Tao, we have actually obtained nothing. To
cultivate the heart, we should: first, do not have delusions, and second, endure
indifference. What is “do not have delusions”? When we confront everything in
the world, we see them as empty. We are not attached to anything. Oftentimes,
we have the idea of self and the idea of others, which are attachments. In fact,
whether you follow your opinion, my opinion, or his opinion, it's all the same. We
are all cultivators. Why should we have attachments? Attachments are worries,
which lead to thoughts and opinions. All the problems in the world come from
our delusions. Delusions are the root of the cycle of life and death. Our life and
death, worries, and sufferings come from delusions. As a true cultivator, we must

realize this.

(s3daa1x3)
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What is “endure indifference”? People in
the world create karmic debts because they
can’t endure indifference. Whenever there
are difficulties, troubles, or other people’s
indifference, they can’t endure the blow. Some
are too greedy, and others are not willing
to endure the loss. If you'd like to become
a cultivator practicing world-transcending
dharmas, you must not be the same as those
who pursue worldly possessions and chase
the Six Desires. If you are like them, you can't
succeed. For the modern cultivators, the first
problem is they can’t obtain Tao; they can’t
find it. When he/she finds Tao, they complain
that there are too many human affairs, it’s too
complicated, there is the differentiation of you
and me, or there are rights and wrongs. Thus,
they quit. What's the problem? Nothing but their
failure to understand the true meaning of “One
Heart” When we cultivate, we need to be of
one heart and one mind. A lot of cultivators are
frustrated because they are tested by Initiation
Masters or other people, or things go against
their will. They are frustrated because they don't
realize what they cultivate is Tien-Tao. Their goal
is not to cultivate personal relationships. They
shouldn’t stop their cultivation because they
are too many human affairs, or too many rights

and wrongs. That is to say, the first priority of

Borde No.60 Elder’s Kindness (Excerpts)

cultivation is to understand “One Heart.” We
need to understand its true menaing, and then
you'll know that cultivation is to cultivate one’s

own heart.

In addition, the problem of cultivation is to
indulge your delusions without stopping them.
We must understand: delusions are harmful to
us. Where do delusions come from? The inability
to endure indifference. Everyone likes to be
popular, to be praised, or to be flattered. Instead,
if what you say or do is met with indifference,
how do you feel? However, come to think of
it, indifference is his/her reaction. What's it to
you? Why should we care? In cultivation, one
cultivates and one gains. We do not cultivate
for anyone. Therefore, the inability to endure
indifference is the root of the problem. We put
unnecessary things upon our shoulders. If we
can get rid of the two problems—delusions and
the inability to endure indifference, we must
feel very tranquil at heart. The wisdom from
our Buddha nature must be very brilliant. If we
can achieve this, we are close to Tao. Beware:
cultivation is not to make us smarter. Being
smart is miserable, because you are competing
with others all the time. In competitions, there
are victories and defeats. Thus, you suffer from

them.
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Rules: Summer Camp

(Part 2)

With Heaven'’s grace, Master Ji-Gong Buddha’s
virtue, and Qian-Ren’s kindness, Chung Te Youth
Group Summer Camp 2018 was completed with
joy of dharma, learning, and sharing last year. At
the summer camp, we introduced a new set of
rules, or perhaps easier termed as guidelines,
to the summer camp youths, for enhancing
their learning experiences and for ensuring a
harmonious proceeding of the gathering. We
would like to share these guidelines with our
readers. We are confident that you will find these
guidelines useful, supportive, and motivational
not just at important temple events but also
applicable in the daily life of cultivation. This
article continues from the prior article which

already discussed Rule #1 and #2.

Rule # 3: We strive to learn and to
serve.

Learning is our nature. We are born to

learn. Confucius kindly said that we don't carry
any knowledge with us at birth; thus, in order to
become a righteous person, we must strive to
learn. Thus, learning is not an additional burden

for us; rather, it is our very own nature.

Sutra of Vimala upasaka (Excerpt)
BEZTRE (—R)
KA > 3 &

Rely on constant improvements;

to correct his laziness and tardiness.

Learning does not only allow us to acquire
new knowledge and understanding; it also
prevents us from falling into the downward spiral
of laziness and tardiness. There are many ways to
learn and some of the approaches are described

here.

Observing can enhance foundation of
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our knowledge. When we don't pay attention,
our minds wander. Often, during kow-tow
ceremonies, if we are not assigned any ritual duty
and are merely waiting for our turn of kow-tow, we
would be quietly standing aside. However, during
this waiting period, our minds are likely to wander
and day-dream. Qian-Ren kindly reminds us
that during the kow-tow ceremony, we must pay
attention to, i.e. observe, all details of the ritual
administration. Observing ritual administration
refreshes our memory so that we don't forget and
also highlights the mistakes, if any, so that we
can avoid repeating the very same mistake in the

future.

Questioning can eliminate confusion and
misunderstanding. Confucius kindly reminded his
students to ask questions when in doubt. In most
of the classes organized by CTI, there is a session
called “Informal Chat with Qian-Ren” to give CTI

class attendees a direct dialogue with Qian-Ren

Borde No.60 | INSIGHTS

so that she can kindly answer our questions and

unwind our doubts.

Dictation can prepare us for future
applications. Dictation requires memorization
and practices. Memorization and practices allow
knowledge to become truly ours. An Olympic
gold-medal winning ice figure skater said that
when she competed on ice at the Olympics doing
all kinds of jumps and turns, her body was largely
in auto-pilot. The auto-pilot process was a result of
years of day-and-night practices. When she exerts
her own conscious thoughts during competition,
she will likely make mistakes. On the other hand,
if she allows herself to perform as what she has
practiced and memorized over the years, her

performance will likely become flawless.

Reading can speed up mental readiness. It

has been proven countlessly by clinical studies,

educational programs, as well as personal



experiences that reading can enhance one’s

mental sharpness. Reading also promotes
imagination, and imagination is an important
process for us to better prepare for a future which

could be uncertain.

Thinking can clarify understanding. Thinking
elevates one’s learning into a new height. In order
to achieve thinking, we must have understanding.
Thus, thinking is a way of confirming what we
understand. In contrast, if we can’t think through a
concept, it likely means that we don't understand
it thoroughly. In the United States, many high-
tech companies encourage their employees to
allocate time to think and to imagine, even beyond
the boundaries of their work. IBM and Google are

two such innovative examples.

Writing can help to create new teaching
materials. Writing is not copying. Writing is a
reflection of what a person has learned, thought
through, understood, and mastered. Writing is
how a learner can communicate what he or she
learns so that other people can also understand.
However, most people hesitate to write. Writing is
indeed not easy; however, writing is like starting a
fire with dry brushes and rocks—it might take a lot
of efforts, patience, and trial-and-errors to spark a
fire; but once the fire is ignited, it will simply burn

and we can all enjoy its brilliance and warmth.

Speaking can enhance verbal and delivery
skills. According to some surveys, public
speaking is feared by most people, even more
than death. Good speaking and communication

skills are highly sought-after attributes in most

employment job openings. Learning to speak well
is like learning to ride a bicycle for the first time.
We are afraid to learn because practicing speaking
skills is hard and often embarrassing. Speaking
does not have an “undo” button - unlike writing
in which many drafts can be edited and revised
before an essay is published. However, being able
to speak well and communicate effectively are
important skills to allow knowledge to be learned,
experiences to be shared, and feelings to be
understood. In ancient India, Buddha sutras were
in fact recorded often based on lectures, speeches,
and conversations between Buddha Shakyamuni
and his disciples. Buddha'’s speaking has allowed
his knowledge and wisdom to be propagated to

all parts of the world through millennia of time.

Considering can differentiate right from
wrong. Considering is like putting ourselves in
another person’s shoes. Mr. F. Scott Fitzgerald,
an American fiction writer, said that “The test of
a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two
opposed ideas in mind at the same time and still
retain the ability to function.” Confucius kindly
said that we don't want to treat others like how we
don’t want to be treated. The ability to consider
others’ feelings, to consider facts and evidence
objectively, and to consider true versus false allows
us to begin the process of differentiating right
from wrong. When a person can't tell right from
wrong is when he or she does not consider. For
example, a carnivore consumes animals because
he or she does not consider the pain and suffering
inflicted on the animals. An alcoholic drinks and
then drives because he or she does not consider

the safety of other drivers or the well-being of his
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or her own family.

Exploring can widen one’s viewpoint. Without
exploration, we don’t know that the earth is round.
Without exploration, we don’t know that the sun
is not the center of universe. Without exploration,
we don’t know that the moon is not a residence
for a beautiful princess and a giant rabbit. Without
exploration, Buddha'’s sutras might never arrive
at China and we would not have the opportunity
to learn about his wisdom and obtain the Tao
nowadays. Exploration allows us to see from
different perspectives. These wider viewpoints

and different perspectives make us more humble.

Contrasting can recognize good from bad.
In school, we learn to use a yellow highlighter
to highlight selected and important sections
when reading books. When we use a highlighter,
it is a process of enhancing the contrast so
that important and critical elements can be
illuminated. In modern life, time is precious as
many people can attest to the fact that we don't
have enough time. In addition, our senses are
constantly bombarded by distractions from all
around us 24/7. Contrasting helps us to identify
what is good (from bad) within the shortest
amount of time. Contrasting enhances efficiency
as well as effectiveness. We don’t waste time nor
energy constantly in seeking out the good from

the bad.

It is meaningless to learn if we don’t apply
the knowledge to serve ourselves and as well as to
serve others. What would be the appropriate ways

to serve others? We can model after what Master
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Ji-Gong Buddha'’s kindness tells us in the book of

Master’s Remarks I:

We must constantly maintain an enthusiastic
spirit to help other people. This complies with the

philosophy of Confucius.

We are all educated people and the decedents
of Confucius’ teaching. We must exhibit the spirit of

Confucius’ teaching.

Wish my disciples to be close with your relatives.
Start with your relatives, then propagate to friends,

neighbors, and the society.

Don't have self-egos and don't despise others.

We have to maintain humility.

If we have good education and deep knowledge
of Tao, we must teach others. We should not be
selfish; rather, we must propagate the righteousness

to all others in the world.

This allows all to share the same righteous
goal, thus leading to the society having better moral
values. All disciples must have the appropriate

words, deeds, and bearing.

In summary, learning is joy; serving others
is happiness. Confucius kindly said that “it is
happiness when learning is suitably coupled with

practicing.”

Article to be continued......



Youths Speak
Ta 0 for Themselves

©Winnie Cheung (UK)

Believe

As devoted Tao followers and members,
we are facing many questions and criticisms
from outsiders who misunderstand our ways of
practising, our main principles, or simply what we

believe in.

Yet not only from outsiders, for sometimes we
question ourselves within the Tao community, as
to whether it is worth trying to understand what
we truly believe in, and persuade others to share

in our belief.

How many times in our life are we struggling
to be heard and to be understood as a result of
our beliefs. Not only spiritually, but in all aspects of

life.

We need to be a very brave person to face
reality and to accept that not everyone will

understand us, no matter how hard we have tried

to explain our belief, and how much patience
and time we have spent to reach that objective.
Sometimes it is the harsh reality that hits us,
with the realisation that however great our input
and effort, it does not necessarily bring about
the desired outcome. For our peace of mind, we
should still endeavour to pass on the message
of what we believe to others, and hope it will

eventually have some positive results.

We should not be afraid to stand up for
what we believe in, even though it means we
are the only ones who trust in this true path. The
whole world might think we are senseless, our
belief unscientific, feeling suspicious of what is
unproven, but whatever others feel and think
should not trouble us and make us have doubts

about the real truth.

As we face the world every day, meeting
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so many disparate people, we cannot expect
everyone to understand us, to empathise with our

situation, and to put themselves in our shoes.

Our world would certainly be a much
better place if as individuals we have respect

for the choices and beliefs of others, instead of

humiliating and disparaging those with diverse
opinions. We can disagree with others, but we
should not be insulting, just because they do
not share our beliefs. The basic and fundamental
principle of the world largest religions is peace
and that is what human beings should strive for:

peace and love.

It ‘@W#Eufﬁl’:i‘ng Y,
T zfme.?.?,

: |

All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you
ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don't hesitate. Write now. Better yet, let us know that you are willing to submit articles
on a regular basis and become one of the columnists. Or you can encourage your fellow

Tien-Tao cultivators who are also competent writers to start their submissions of articles.

Please submit your article to: multice@ms34.hinet.net

" Deadline for Submission: August 15, 2019

o
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Due to my lack of understanding of Tao in
many ways, there are many mistakes and sheer
ignorance; | humbly beg the Heaven’s forgiveness

as well as the Elder’s and all the initiation masters

correction and guidance.

Happy New Year to all!
“Well begun is half done.”

This is the title of the complimentary
notebook provided by Jian Shan temple, Taiwan.
(Very thoughtful!) It is a truism which everyone has
little doubt about it. It is truly beyond description
to have taken part in the second year of Ren Cai
Class on the “Firm Grasp on the Golden Thread” in
Dec 2018. | cannot express how thankful we are as
the Elder as well as all the personnel ranging from
the initiation masters to all have devoted so much

to organizing such classes in English.

Virtue Never

Stands Alone. It’s Bound
to Have Neighbors.

We are convened to keep honing ourselves
incessantly in self-improvement and hopefully
towards a Tao-savvy community. In the end, we
are able to reveal our true Buddha nature. We
have witnessed how we have been thriving in
Tao cultivation year after year, class after class.
“Tao Qi” definitely is stronger and more concrete.
Without the life dedication and sacrifice made by
our predecessors, we cannot stand a chance. Their
compassion and mercy, thus, shine on us and
provide us with a sanctuary from this secular world
away from all forms of pollutions to our bodies,

hearts and conscience. Deeply appreciated.

Therefore, the class reminds us of the firm
grasp of the divine golden thread. Have we
been showing our tenacity, most importantly
towards our faith and uphold our vows during
both favourable and unfavorable circumstances?

Indeed, it is a constant reflection!
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Every year, under the mercy of the Elder, she
has delivered us the precious topics for us and
those topics serve us like a signpost for guidance
and directions as well as the momentum to carry
on our journey of Tao cultivation away from any

deviations and temptations.

Every topic explicitly and implicitly is
incorporated to be a checklist itself from time to
time. We are deeply indebted to the grace of God

and the benevolence of our Elder and ALL.

Doubtless, there are endless attachments
in the world we live in. But do we place Tao at
our heart? In fact, is Tao the first priority in our

speeches, acts and thoughts?

Even when we can deny and deceive others
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and even ourselves, we are “x rayed” under
“Heaven'’s mirror”! So, no cheating and cheating is

basically impossible.

Then, we uphold our beliefs to do, act and
think according to Tao. We have made a promise
to self-regulate and try our best endeavor to
extinguish other hearts, let Tao heart remain in
place and eliminate thoughts which deviate from
Tao because we are there to realize our Buddha’s

soul and the origin. But how thoroughly?

Tao is within us and it is utterly certain!

Truly, we are well-equipped with the
profound knowledge of Tao's lineage as well as the
spirits of our Patriarch and Matriarch as they have

never abandoned us no matter how obstinate and




impossible it seems to get blood from the stones
which are cold-hearted and horrendous. History

confirms it.

Their salvation and spirits reach our cores
and then radiate through our layers and layers of
“tempers and weaknesses”. When we develop the
bonding, in a metaphor, the antenna now receives
the clear signals and reception from the above.
We would like to repay the blessings we have
been obtaining by abiding by Buddha’s rules and

propagate Tao to the sentient beings like candles

light.

However, as said and taught, we have to get
unattached from affinity or the worldly materials
because we were born with nothing, the same
as the time we die. Surely, we will only carry our
debts and karma to the next phase(s) of life forms.
That’s why we have to cultivate Tao until we reach
our full term of Buddhahood - reveal our true
self and nature! By doing so, we can break free.
Everyone holds on to this ultimate and unanimous

goal of our cultivation path!

Of course, we need to fulfill our duties and
requirements or whatever roles we lead in a
sincere and authentic way. But, we don’t attach.
Once attachments occur, we all fall into the
opposite matters such as emotions and feelings,
such as preferences, prejudice, differences...
All then fall into a vicious cycle - karma and
reincarnation. That’s why we need to get
unattached about ourselves and the affinity. Take

a scenario: to ponder please — do we prefer to

complete the tasks in the altar or in the temple’s
toilet(s)? If you treat them both equally important,
congratulations, you start to detach yourselves
from the appearance and treat both tasks the

same even without bias!

The same applies to everything:

In the temple, you may develop a closer
bonding and affinity with certain temple brothers
and sisters. Sometimes, we may tend to overlook
the courtesy as we start to take things for granted.
Or we may even (un)intentionally provide more

“advantages” to the favored ones.

How to get the Doctrine of Mean? As the
Elder emphasizes, to have virtues and reveal them.
It is obviously excellent if we have talents, but
virtues are the essence and foundation of every

one of us!

Therefore, please join us in the CTI courses
which fortify and enhance us in all levels. It is
an extensive, comprehensive and blissful family
network for growth, sharing and support in the
path of cultivation. We cannot thank enough
and can only be enlightened and enlighten
others. First, we take part in the classes, dharma
gatherings and weekly lessons to LEARN, grow
spiritually and Practise what we have been

learning. Walk the talk! Daily Zen!

Please do come and excel with us! Looking
forward to seeing you very soon in the winter in

Taiwan!
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Everyone sees the world in a different
way. The same thing might get totally different
reactions from different people based on how
people perceive the world. For example, an always
positive person might regard a pouring rain as
a blessing from God, for it resolves the drought
in certain places, while for a more negative
person, he or she might consider it a disaster,
because it might cause obstacles in travelling,
working, or even living. In other words, the
identical thing would bring different meanings to
different people, as people come from different
backgrounds, have different habits, and even have
different perceptions about the world. Therefore,
we should never jump to a conclusion too hastily
and recklessly, because there is no standard
answer in the world. The following is a story

telling us about the truth.

A lady gets on a public bus. Without saying

Borde No.60 | Tao Youths Speak for Themselves

Lady

Gets on a Bus

a word, she gestures to the bus driver by sticking
her thumb on her nose and waving her fingers
at the driver. The driver acknowledges the lady,
turns to her and uses both hands in the same type
of gesture and waves all his fingers at her. The
woman holds her right arm out at the driver and
chops at it a few times with her left hand. Then
the driver puts his left hand on his right biceps and
jerks his right arm up in a fist at her. The woman
then cups both of her hands under her breasts and
lifts gently. So the driver places both of his hands
at his crotch and gently lifts up. Then the woman
frowns, runs a finger up between her derriere, and

gets off the bus.

There is another woman sitting in the
front row of the bus who witnesses the whole
exchange. She speaks up, “That was the most
disgusting thing | have ever seen on a public bus!

What the hell were you doing?” “Listen lady," states



the gruff bus driver, “the lady that got on the
bus before was a deaf-mute. She asked me
if the bus went to 5th Street. | said no, we go
to 10th Street. She asked if we make many
stops. | told her that this was the express.
She asked if we go by the dairy, and | told her
we go by the ballpark. She said “Darn it, I'm

on the wrong bus!” and got off

From the story above, we get an idea
that we should never evaluate others
according to our standard. What we think
right might be wrong for others. The woman
in the story thought that the lady getting on
the wrong bus was doing some disgusting
gestures with the bus driver, because those
gestures contacted certain sexual organs
in the body, which made her feel that they
were conveying something related to sex.
However, what she did not know was that
the lady was deaf-mute, and she had some
degree of understanding with the bus driver.
What they communicated through the sign
language was to make sure if she was getting
on the right bus or not. Because of the
second woman’s personal speculation, she
totally misunderstood the deaf-mute lady
and bus driver. From the story, we should
always keep one thing in mind; that is, see the
world in an open and respectable way. What
we know and what we learn is limited, but
the world is infinite. Everything is possible,
so, be humble and be soft to everyone and

everything.

amous
Quotes

Civilization is a method of living, an
attitude of equal respect for all men.
—Jane Addams,

Speech, Honolulu (1933)

Communication is something so
simple and difficult that we can never
put it in simple words.

—T.S. Matthews

Any fool can criticize, condemn, and
complain - and most fools do.
—Dale Carnegie

To avoid criticism do nothing, say
nothing, be nothing.
—Elbert Hubbard

Never criticize a man until you've
walked a mile in his moccasins.

—Native American Proverb
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