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Once you are attached to fame and fortune,
you suffer from gains and losses. Contrarily, if
we can be plain, simple, clean, and ordinary,
we can live without dangers, pains, or worries.

We can live in peace.

P68 {The Ultimate Truth of Life Lies in the Present;
Rejoicing in Merits and Virtues to Return

to the Divine Home)

In times of crises, we need to stay together, to
help one other, and to try to work as a team, in
order to build a better environment around us,

and to eventually improve the world.

P.70 {A Reality of War and A Reason to Believe)
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The Ultimate Truth of Life Lies
in the Present;

Rejoicing in Merits and Virtues
to Return to the Divine Home

68 | BordeNo.71 | Elder’s Kindness (Excerpts)

The ultimate truth of life doesn’t mean having a good reputation or
grandeur, nor is it sensational. The ultimate truth doesn’t mean one is rich
or has a high socioeconomic status, nor does it involve prestige. Instead,
we should turn all of the above upside down. Thus, we can obtain wisdom.
Everything should be plain, simple, clean, and ordinary. From these qualities
will we obtain the ultimate truth of life.Don’t brag about your fame and
fortune. They are finite and temporary. Once you are attached to fame and
fortune, you suffer from gains and losses. Contrarily, if we can be plain,
simple, clean, and ordinary, we can live without dangers, pains, or worries.

We can live in peace.

The Ultimate Truth of Life Lies in the Present

So, where can we obtain the ultimate truth of life? The present. Is your



heart tranquil at present? Now that we are cultivators, we have to cultivate
properly and earnestly. Everyone has their position, their roots, and their
destiny. We should calmly accept our destiny and hold on to our duties. We
should fulfill our duties to the best of our ability. Don't be greedy and don't
indulge in wishful thinking. Don't disregard anything—the disregard of the
mundane world is of no use to us. Instead, we must be honest. We should
follow the Teacher’s words honestly, follow the Buddha precepts, and follow
the propriety. Whatever roles we play, we should spare no effort to fulfill the
obligations. We may be promoted or demoted. It doesn’t matter. Promotion
or demotion is about fame and status. We cultivators don’t need fame
and status. We need to engage in genuine cultivation. What matters is the
cultivation level we can achieve through our true heart. That is the ultimate

truth of life.
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Youths Speak
Ta O for Themselves

©Winnie Cheung (the UK.

Only a few days ago, the whole world was
woken to a horrible shock and frantic nightmare
amid the situation in Ukraine. It is heart-breaking
to see people having to flee their own homes to
find shelter, and others staying to fight on, thus
separating families and friends, so as to defend
themselves and their country from the invaders.
The scenes and images on TV or social media are
distressingly real, unlike the Hollywood movies
we are so used to watching. Needless to say, the
existence of wars have been throughout the
ages, yet we can only feel the real pain if we see
the terrible events in live action (thanks to social
media), and with it being so close to ourselves

geographically.

Civil wars and unrest often seemed to be far
away and almost non-existent; and for this new
generation of children, who are used to peace
and freedom, can they be resilient enough to
understand the whole picture of what is going

on? Even for an adult like myself, how hard it is to
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A Reality of War

and

~ A Reason to Believe

comprehend this tragedy.

In the past few years, as we have faced wave
after wave of uncertainty, with ongoing battles
and contagious diseases, it has left us shattered
and broken, both mentally and physically, in many
aspects of our lives. Over the past two years we
have witnessed a truly amazing achievement,
one often hard to believe, as the whole world
worked together cooperatively, concentrating on
the common goal of controlling the coronavirus,
through research to create different vaccines to
help mankind through this pandemic period.
Yet many countries are still lacking the medical
help needed to prevent the serious impact of the

COVID virus.

No matter what the outcome of the Ukraine
crisis or the COVID virus pandemic, at crunch
times like these, we can easily lose our faith by
just observing what is taking place around us.

All the events that have taken place, or are still



ongoing, may have discouraged us to believe, and
certainly give us reasons to question our belief,
with countless unanswered questions troubling

our minds. We may ask, what is the point of living?

We as strong Tao followers should build up
our strength, following the guidance of wisdom of
our highly respected Elder and seniors, to establish
a better understanding of the way of living, its

causes and consequences, and other numerous

aspects of general practice.

It is very simple if we just abandon our faith,
and much harder to try our best to keep our
positivity during this challenging time. In times of
crises, we need to stay together, to help one other,
and to try to work as a team, in order to build a
better environment around us, and to eventually
improve the world. With one step at the time, we

will go far to realise this dream.

P } Aup rj ;»' l':
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All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you

ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don’t hesitate. Write now. Better yet, let us know that you are willing to submit articles

on a regular basis and become one of the columnists. Or you can encourage your fellow

Tien-Tao cultivators who are also competent writers to start their submissions of articles.

Please submit your article to: multice@ms34.hinet.net

Deadline for Submission: May 15, 2022
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Youths Speak
Ta O for Themselves

©ONancy (Taiwan)

Before we read the following story, there is
a question we should think of first. That is, who
can decide our destiny? Some people might
think that God decides our fate, others who
believe in reincarnation might think that what
we did in the previous life decided our life,
and still others think that nobody can decide
anyone’s fate, even himself or herself. Let's read
the following story and maybe we might find

out our own answer.

Once there was a kingdom which was ruled
by a tyrant. He was so arrogant that he couldn’t

stand praise of anyone else except for himself.

One time in his kingdom came a Sage.
Admiration for the Sage was spread throughout
the kingdom within a few days. He was kind and
wise. He helped people by giving wise answers to

their queries.

Soon this news of the Sage reached the king
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The Arrogant King

and

The Wise Sage

through his loyal ministers. The king envied him
and decided to defame him among people. So,
the king thought of a plan. He sent his guards to
invite the Sage to his palace. The Sage accepted
his invitation and the public announcements were

made for the day.

On the decided day the Sage came with a
smiling face. The king welcomed the Sage. The
king told the Sage that he heard about his wisdom

and wanted to see it for himself.

The king said, “l will ask you a question..”

The Sage smiled in response.

The king was holding a dark cloth bag in

his hand. He questioned, “Tell me what is in my

hand?”

The Sage replied, “You are holding a bird
inside that bag.”



The king was a little surprised yet calmly
replied, “Yes, you are right. Now tell me is it alive

or dead?”

“If you are a wise man you will be able to

answer”, commented the king.

The king planned a trick secretly in mind. If
the Sage said that bird was alive then he would
crush the neck of the bird and show everyone a
dead bird. If he said that it's a dead bird, then the
king would let the bird live and show everyone
that it's alive. The king thought that whatever the

Sage’s answer, he would have the upper hand.

“Well.. it's in you hand.. you can decide if it's

alive or dead.”, replied the Sage.

Arrogant people will always think that they
have the power to decide other people’s or other
animals’ lives, so they will never know that there
are more unknown things waiting for them to

understand. Thus, they will never try to learn

anything, and it is hard for them to make progress

both in their lives and minds. This is just the case
with the king in the story. When the king met the
Sage, he still thought of the sage as a common
person, and wanted to trick him in a stupid way.
To his surprise, the Sage was not a normal person.
He was wise and might wield some magic power
to know the king’s trick. The Sage was kind and
intelligent. He tried to avoid the death of the
bird by giving the unpredicted answer, so the
king cannot do anything to the bird in his hand.
Besides, the Sage also taught the king a lesson: the
bird’s life was dependent on the king'’s decision.
Actually, there is another moral in this story: the
king can not only decide the bird’s life, but also
decide his own life. If the king was confident and
broad-minded, he wouldn't invite the Sage to the
palace and invite the embarrassment. If the king
was not arrogant, he would learn from the Sage
and might become a good king and did good to
his people and country. If the king changed his
own mind, he can change his life, and his people’s
life would also be changed. Therefore, we know
that no one can decide our own lives or destinies.

It is ourselves who can decide our own fate.
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Famous Quotes

©Nancy (Taiwan)

If you can't change your fate, change A man's character is his fate.
your attitude. —Heraclitus, On the Universe
—Amy Tan Greek philosopher (540 BC - 480 BC)

Men are not prisoners of fate, but only It’s choice - not chance - that determines
prisoners of their own minds. your destiny.
—Franklin D. Roosevelt, Pan American —Jean Nidetch

Day address, April 15, 1939
32nd president of US (1882 - 1945)

Destiny is a name often given in retrospect to choices that had dramatic
consequences.

—J. K. Rowling, J. K. Rowling Official Website

British fantasy author
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