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But it is also because of this young age we are
less desperate to cultivate and learn, thinking
there is still a lot of time remaining in our

lives.

P66 {Youth Summer Class Testimonials

EZEEBHE2022FFTVFETE)

However, this summer class has given me a
great opportunity to learn, to establish the
foundation of “Tao” in English, which has
empowered me a lot in terms of English Tao

propagation in the future.

P66 {Youth Summer Class Testimonials
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Growth means that we realize what and when
to take on and to desert. Hope that we all have
the wisdom to make the right decisions and

have a more meaningful life.

P.72 {How to Hunt a Monkey)
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No Attachment to Guard Truth and
Kindle Tao Lamp;

=) the Sanctity of Holy Point Will Be
Forever Passed On (part 1)
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| must stress that attending temple classes to learn is very
important. We failed to understand something in the past. But now we
understand it. We realize that we are inadequate. It turned out that we
learned too little and listened too little. Thanks to the opportunities
of attending temple classes, we absorb Tao knowledge year by year.
Therefore, we are very happy. Why are we happy? Because we know
we are inadequate. After the realization, we will work hard and strive
to cultivate. After we strive to cultivate, we realize that all the teachings
about Tao are inherent in my heart. What's more, we will be able to apply
our understanding of Tao to our family, life, and society in the face of
adversity. When we are trapped by obstacles, we will know that the root
cause of the problem is the lack of true cultivation. The problem is that

our mind is not broad enough.

60 | BordeNo.74 | Elder’s Kindness (Excerpts)



If you are broad-minded, you will
definitely enjoy abundant blessings. Do you
want abundant blessing? (Yes) How can we
accumulate abundant blessings? We need to
be broad-minded first. Everyone wants to have
abundant blessings, but nobody wants to be
broad-minded. If your mind is very narrow but
you desire tremendous blessings, there is no
room for the blessings. You are not qualified.
You can't carry them. Therefore, be advised: you
need to broaden your mind to accommodate
abundant blessings. A narrow mind brings
scarce blessings. Say, | want blessings. | want
others to be nice to me. But | always make a
fuss about small things. | fight with others. |

am jealous of others. Only | can yell at others

and criticize others. When others make a
negative comment about you, you won't take it.
Abundant blessings? Is it possible? It's ok if we
don’t have abundant blessings now. The Holy
Teacher gives us numerous opportunities so
that we can learn a little every year. We improve
a little every year. We make a little progress
every year. We accumulate a little blessings
every year. Gradually, our blessings will be more
abundant. If you are broad-minded, you will
definitely enjoy abundant blessings. From this
lesson, we learn that if we want to be happy,
we need to know where we are inadequate and
make up for it. Once our learning is completed,

we can guide others like Buddhas as if we are

their teachers.

Elder’s Kindness (Excerpts) Borde No.74
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Special Feature: 2022 Chung Te Youth Summer Class

Learn from Heaven,
Buddha, and Nature (part 1)

PREBEE

OYanlin Huang

Introduction

Heaven’s Grace and Teacher’s Virtue, Elder’s
Kindness, all Initiation Masters’ support, and
thanks to your attendance, | am blessed with

the tremendous privilege of exploring this topic.

Let's take a long, hard look at the title.
Learn from Heaven, Buddha, and Nature. And
then, maybe you are wondering, what am |
supposed to learn here? First, X (pronounced:
tien). It can be translated as heaven or sky. Ok,
the sky is big, | mean, enormous. It can be clear,
dark, cloudy, or stormy. So it’s unpredictable. So

what are we supposed to learn here?

And there’s nature. There are so many things
in nature that | don’t know where to get started.
Animals? Plants? Insects? Countless species to
deal with. Your head may begin to swim. But

don't panic. As the Chinese proverb goes, “If you

Borde No.74 | Special Feature

observe everything in nature with tranquility,
you will gain insight into the immense wisdom

of nature” (BY)R3EREES

You must've remembered that there's
Buddha or Buddhas in the title, who are the
role models for us to learn from. It's a common
saying in the temple: Heaven doesn’t speak, and
earth doesn’t talk. Dao propagation relies on
successful cultivators, or Buddhas. (CKA~E » i
REE - BRRAE)

Lesson 1: Power of Vows

So first and foremost, let’s take a look at
how Buddhas became Buddhas. What did they
do to achieve Buddhahood?

Once upon a time, there was a lady named
Guang-mu (J¢E) . After her mother passed

away, she invited an accomplished Buddhist



monk, an arhat, over for a feast. After the feast,
she asked where her mother was. The monk
replied, “Your mother is in a terrible place and
she is in tremendous agony. What had she done

when she was alive?”

With tears in her eyes, Guang-mu replied,
“She liked to eat all kinds of seafood, especially
fish eggs. In her lifetime, she killed millions of
fish eggs. Worse still, she refused to believe in
karma, or the law of cause and effect. Also, she
didn’t respect people with virtues and often

mocked them!”

“Master,” she pleaded, “what can | do to

save her?”

The arhat pondered for a while and
opened his mouth, “To save your mother,
you can chant the names of Buddhas and do
paintings of Buddhas. Needless to say, with
utmost sincerity. The merits and virtues will be
delivered to your mother” Guang-mu wasted
no time in following the arhat’s suggestions
and donated nearly all of her money to do

paintings of Buddhas.

Soon afterwards, one of her maids gave
birth to a baby girl. Three days after birth, the
baby girl opened her mouth and said, “Guang-

mu, please help me!”

Guang-mu was alarmed, “Who are you?

What can | do to help you?”

The baby girl replied, “I am your mother.
Because of all the merits and virtues you have
delivered to me, | was able to be born as a
baby girl. However, because of all the sins |
have committed, | will pass away at the age of
13. After that, | will return to Hell to continue
my sufferings and punishments. Please help

”

me.

Upon hearing this, Guang-mu was deeply
distressed. She then made a great vow. She
vowed to deliver all the sentient beings in Hell
and she would not become a Buddha until all
the sentient beings achieve Buddhahood. With
this vow, she prayed that her mother would be

forever liberated from Hell.

Deeply touched by her vow, all Buddhas
praised her. A Buddha said to her, “Your mother
will be born as a cultivator in her next life. She
will enjoy a lifespan of 100 years. After that, she
will be born into one of the Buddha lands and

eventually become a Buddha herself.’

This is the vow that turned an ordinary
woman into a bodhisattva, Dizang Bodhisattva,

or the bodhisattva of the underworld.

This is the first lesson we can learn from
Buddha: make vows for earnest cultivation,

selfless sacrifices, and Dao propagation.

Special Feature | Borde No.74
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An Inspiration to Awaken the Bodhi Heart
(the Heart of Complete Enlightenment): The
first step to becoming a cultivator is to make
up one’s mind. The first priority of cultivation is
to make vows. When one has made vows, one
is able to deliver sentient beings. When one’s
mind is made up, Buddhahood can be achieved.

(BEBERNI - TAEBEF BINVRE :
[213=%5 » LURERETt - FALIAIRETE - N3
BB EER - |

Lesson 2: Equality

The second lesson we can learn from
heaven, Buddha, and nature is equality. That
is, regardless of looks, gender, race, color,
socioeconomic status, we shouldn’t disrespect
or despise anyone. Instead, we should respect

and treat everyone equally.

In ancient times, there was a Buddhist
monk. Whenever he saw a cultivator, he would
bow to them and show his respect. He repeated
to every cultivator, “l will never look down
on you. | deeply respect you. Why? Because
you practice the ways of Bodhisattva and will

eventually become Buddhas.”

However, some cultivators were irritated
by his remarks. They insulted him, yelled at him,
“Who do you think you are? We don't need you
to appoint us to be future Buddhas.” Some even
hit him with rocks or sticks. The Buddhist monk

didn’t feel upset or angry, or fight back. Instead,

Borde No.74 | Special Feature
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he would run away quickly. In the distance, he
would repeat loudly, “I will never look down
on you because you will eventually become
Buddhas.” That's how he got his nickname:

Bodhisattva Never Slighting.

Before he was about to pass away, he was
blessed by a Buddha, and his six senses: eyes,
ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind were all
purified. Millions of years were added to his
lifespan. Afterwards, he preached about the

Lotus Sutra and was thus widely revered.

Thousands of lives later, Bodhisattva Never

Slighting became Shakyamuni Buddha.

That’s the second lesson we can learn
from heaven, Buddha, and nature. We need to

cultivate unbiased, impartial equality.

Confucius: Heaven overspreads all without
partiality; Earth sustains and contains all
without partiality; the Sun and Moon shine on
all without partiality. 3L,5H : [ KIEFLE - it
A& > HRER - |

The sky won't hold a grudge against you
and deprive you of air. The earth won’t hold
a grudge against you and refuse to support
your weight by creating a big chasm wherever
you go. The sun and moon won’t hold a
grudge against you and withhold sunlight and

moonlight from you.



Let me tell you another story to better
understand true equality: Never look down
on anyone because they are not smart, rich,
or good-looking, or because they have made
mistakes or committed crimes in the past.
There was a cultivator named Suddhipanthaka,
or Little Roadside. He was named this way
because his mother gave birth to him on the
roadside. Both he and his older brother, Big
Roadside, were the disciples of Shakyamuni
Buddha. However, unlike his older brother, who
was intelligent and eloquent, Little Roadside
was dumb. He couldn’t remember anything.
Seriously, anything at all. When the two
brothers were first initiated, Big Roadside tried
to teach his little brother some lessons they had
learned from Buddha. However, Little Roadside
was so dumb that he couldn’t remember a
word. Shakyamuni Buddha requested that five
hundred of his disciples take turns teaching
Little Roadside to recite and memorize a verse
of about 20 words. Even with their combined
efforts, Little Roadside failed to commit the
verse to his memory. Furious, Big Roadside
refused to speak to Little Roadside, and even
planned on asking the Buddha to expel Little
Roadside.

Nothing escaped the all-knowing Buddha.
He was so kind that he approached Little
Roadside before the expulsion was proposed.

The Buddha said, “I'll teach Little Roadside

personally.” And so he did. After repeated
failures, Buddha discovered that Little Roadside
honestly couldn’t remember anything, but
Buddha didn’t lose hope. Instead, he instructed
Little Roadside to pick up a broomstick and
start sweeping the temple. While doing so, Little
Roadside was instructed to chant “Sweep clean.”
Little Roadside kept forgetting the words and

returned to Buddha to repeat the words.

In less than a week, with the broomstick in
his hands sweeping the temple and his mouth
chanting “sweep clean,” it dawned on Little
Roadside that what he or everyone needed
to sweep clean was not just the temple, the
physical/tangible temple, but also the temple
on the inside. That is, our heart. He was then
enlightened, understood everything clearly, and

became even more wise than his older brother.

The Bible: “The King will reply, Truly | tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for

”

me.

From the verse above, we learn that we
are supposed to service everyone, especially
underprivileged people, those without money,
or fame, or power. This is what equality is all

about.

(To be continued)
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Youth Summer Class 2022
Testimonial Self-Reflection

©Dawn Leung (the US.A.)

By Heaven’s Grace and Teacher’s Virtue,
Elder’s Kindness, | am so thankful to be able
to attend this year’s youth summer class. | felt
many regrets when | was unable to attend
classes that were offered earlier this year so | am
so grateful to Elder when this summer class was

announced.

Over the course of 2 days, the many classes
have enlightened me, and lead me to self-
reflect on a lot of aspects in my life. Firstly, Elder
has said in the opening remarks that we should
cultivate Tao when we are young, because at a
younger age we have less desires and simpler
goals, with more energy to focus on learning.
But it is also because of this young age we are
less desperate to cultivate and learn, thinking
there is still a lot of time remaining in our lives. |

definitely was having that mindset when | was a

Borde No.74 | Special Feature / 2022 Chung Te Youth Summer Class

kid going to temple. But one will not realize that
the time available to cultivate is actually really

short until it's too late.

One of the classes is titled “Only Goodness
is Precious.” Tsai DX asked what’s more
important: An iPhone? Or a bottle of water? And
it really comes down to one’s point of view. If
you care more about the external materialistic
world and consider an iPhone as important,
then over time your goal in life is only to gain
more fame and power, in which case the power
of greed will take over your conscience. But
| think to myself, what are we really working
so hard and tirelessly for in this world? If this
means that you're slowly damaging the state of
your body for it, would you even have the luxury
of enjoying all the money and fame when your
body has been beaten up past the state of good

health? And also without this physical body we



wouldn't be able to cultivate Tao. This made me
reflect on how much time | have spent on my

external needs rather than intrinsic needs.

The above is just one of the many
experiences where seniors have enlightened me
in my journey of cultivation. | hope everyone
treasures these chances of learning from our

seniors.

©Mary Klein (the US.A.)
Thank you Elder and all Seniors for kindly
allowing me to participate in the 2022 Summer

Camp lectures.

| was invited to the 2022 Summer Camp
lectures. Normally, it is for temple members 30

years old and younger. Since the lectures were

DHEIAET

being translated in English, when | was asked if |

would like to participate, | gladly accepted.

After listening to all the lectures for the
past two days, | have been thinking about my
cultivation and what | can do to improve. The
Three Poisons, particularly Anger, has been one
out of the three that has always had a stronger

pull on me.

It is easy for me to remember to control my
Anger/Three Poisons with people who are not
related to me because | give those people some
leeway and do not react to them by losing my
temper. With my family, it was a different story.
| realized | would lose my temper faster with
my family and even my pet dog because | hold

them to a higher, stricter standard. But that is
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not fair to my family members or my dog. They
have the right to think and act differently than
myself. | realized this and am now catching
myself before | lose my temper. Since | interact
with my niece and dog daily, | have plenty of
opportunities to work on diminishing my Three
Poisons. In reality, they are my best teachers
because | am getting better in identifying when
my Anger/Three Poisons rise up and in not
letting the emotions of anger get the better of

me.

©Olivia Au Yeung (Northern Ireland)

With Heaven’s grace, Maser Ji-Gong
Buddha’s virtue, and the Elder’s kindness, | feel
totally privileged to be granted the permission
to join the youth summer class. As | am well
over the age limit, but with the Elder’s kindness,
an “expired teenager” like me was given a
chance to attend the lectures. | am really

grateful and much appreciated.

Having the classes through ZOOM was
actually great for me. | know although some
people may not like it so much for various
reasons, such as the technical difficulties, the
lack of physical interaction with others, not
being able to go and worship at the temple,
or not being able to physically meet and greet
the Elder. There are so many negativities.
However, it had actually given me a precious
opportunity to join the class. Normally there is

no way | can get time off from my work around
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this time of year on a short notice. But through
ZOOM, no travelling was needed and no time
off was needed, which was perfect for me. This
has lifted my understanding of “fortune and

misfortune are intertwined” to the next level.

As this is my first youth summer camp I've
ever joined, that really opened my eyes, and |
got loads out of it. All classes were being taught
in both Chinese and English, two languages
together. Even though I've been living in the UK
for many years, | don't really have any exposure
to the English version of “Tao”. | don’t have
much confidence to propagate Tao in Chinese
normally anyway, not to mention in English. I'm
very ashamed of myself. However, this summer
class has given me a great opportunity to learn,
to establish the foundation of “Tao” in English,
which has empowered me a lot in terms of

English Tao propagation in the future.

Truthfully, | felt all the topics in this camp
are extremely practical. From all aspects, every
topic was tailored from a teenager’s point of
view. They were totally designed for the young

people.

The first lesson “Only Goodness is Precious”
taught us that the values of life are determined
by ourselves. That made me think and reflect
on my daily living. What is the meaning of life?
What are the values of life? Am | just going to

spend the entire lifetime repeating the same



things again and again, day by day? For what
purpose? Therefore, Tsai DX kindly and clearly
pointed out the values of life for us, taught
us how to find and set our goal, and how to
uphold it! After having this class, | have mixed
feelings. It's like it enlightened me suddenly,
and | told myself immediately that “the goal
must be cleared, and the heart must be

determined”

After the goal is set, the next step is how to
accomplish it. So then the following two classes
were “Cultivate Body, Mouth and Mind” and
“Refine Precept, Meditation and Wisdom”. These
are the methods. The methods of cultivating
ourselves, from day to day living, are to uphold
the five precepts, abide by temple and buddhas
rules and regulations, practice rituals, self-
reflection and confession, in order to achieve

the cultivation of our body and heart.

In the group discussion, | met many people
around the world. Although there wasn’t
much time for the group discussion, | was
amazed to listen to all other people’s points of
view, the ways they feel, the difficulties they
overcome, which actually gave me strength to
go on, knowing that | am not alone. However,
speaking under the spotlight was really nerve
racking. | can still feel the palpitation and

sweatiness nowadays!!

Towards the end, the speech from Huang

DX was very unforgettable. Huang DX pointed
out the reason why the Elder is still working
tirelessly at her age and that she could have
been enjoying her life by doing nothing. It is
because she wants to pass on the “Tao” to us.
As the descendants, we are responsible for
guarding it and carrying on. So the “Tao” can be

passed down from generation to generation.

Overall, it was such an inspiring and
spiritually fulfilling experience. All the classes
are very practical. You can actually apply the
contents from the classes to our daily life. 1 am

going to put what | have learnt into practice.

Although | have learnt a lot, | know there
is much more for me to learn. Even though the
summer camp is just over, | am already looking

forward to the next year’s classes.

Finally, once again, | am very thankful to
the Heaven'’s grace, Maser Ji-Gong Buddha'’s
virtue, and the Elder’s kindness, the substantial
efforts from the lecturers, and the hard work
from all the assistants. | am so grateful to be
able to participate myself, and feel pity for those
who were unable to join, and missed such a

precious opportunity

| hope | will be fortunate enough to have
the opportunity to join the class next year. |
wish you all healthy and safe! May the joy of

dharma always be with you!
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Youths Speak
Ta O for Themselves

©Winnie Cheung (the UK.)

Our Time

It is amazing to think we are once more near
the end of another year. This has been a dramatic
and hectic year for me on a personal level.
Nevertheless, | know it has been an extremely
difficult year for many other people as well, and
overall, without a doubt, a challenging, negative
and unpleasant year. Unfortunately the future
prospects seem to be bleaker than we would hope

for, having to face a recession ahead of us.

The financial squeeze caused by rising
inflation, ongoing wars and political instability
have led many people to completely change their
lifestyle and life choices. Now the winter months
are upon us, and with much colder weather
approaching, the common fear we currently hear
on the media is the choice so many in society are
having to make between heating their homes or
feeding themselves. It is unbelievable to think
that we have to face such a dilemma as citizens
of a modern well-developed country in the 21st

century. Food, which is the basic survival necessity,
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To Repair

has become a luxury for some. People's need to
seek help from the food banks to survive is a stark
reality, with even some who are employed unable
to afford to feed their families with a nutritious
meal. The food prices have jumped dramatically
due to the food shortages that have resulted
from wars, and at the same time, with the poorer
citizens of our world going to bed starved, many
of whom are children. It is truly heart-breaking to

face this sad reality.

This huge uncertainty has created financial,
social, economic and mental instabilities. The
ongoing difficulties have put our resilience to the
test, and has caused us to have to adjust quickly
and adapt ourselves in order to survive. It is
incredibly sad that the economic turmoil and its
resulting problems have become a global issue,
with some countries having to tackle their own
additional problems, such as the extremities of
climate change. All in all, no country is immune

to the bleak fate we will face in the new year, and



after having coped for the last few years with the
challenges of COVID, it does seem the economic

recovery is a long way off.

Despite what we are encountering, we should
still have a sense of duty in contributing positively
to our world. The least we can do is to play our
part, by thinking through carefully of the impact
of the actions we take, or the deeds we perform.
No small act can be underestimated, as everything
counts, and will work towards a positive change or
impact. Everyone can play an important role in the
process of the recovery, and take the responsibility
to be a part of the community that cares about
others and ourselves equally, and to respect all
beings and the nature around, which makes the

world so unique and special.

We also witness many movements and
organizations that are trying to promote or to
persuade us to rethink how we live. How we can
contribute and prevent destroying the world, by
choosing a less materialistic lifestyle, or choosing
to use sustainable resources. Finding a better way

of living to save the deteriorating planet could

be a meaningful revolution and a task for us all to

accomplish.

Environmental and socially conscious
thinking has awoken us to face the urgent matter
of how to live in a more holistic and concerned
way, through stimulating the development of
responsible actions that are instilled within our
hearts and minds. Although | disagree with the
method and actions of some of these movements,
which are not necessarily agreeable and lawful,
it has made us still think why these individuals
would risk their lives or face imprisonment in order

to alert us of their concerns.

The future generations have to face even
more trickier challenges than we now face, and
ultimately they will have to pay an even bigger
price than our current generation, through what
we have all caused in the past. It is the reality of
cause and effect and consequence that we face,
and it is now the moment in time for everyone to
think of how to repair the damage that has been
caused by those past actions, and with a healthier

conscience, to move on to better way of living.
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Youths Speak
Ta O for Themselves

©ONancy (Taiwan)

How to Hunt

Two weeks ago, | got bad news that one
of my best classmates, Edward, passed away in
Mainland China because of the cardiovascular
disease. He was a very important friend for me
and we shared many happy and hard times in our
school days. No matter what cities we lived in,
every year, we would have a reunion once or twice
when he came back to Taiwan. After hearing such
sorrowful news, | was still busy doing my work,
teaching and talking to students. But that day
became a terrible day. | kept forgetting something,
or making some mistakes in my work and in my
life, which seemed to remind me that | had truly

lost someone important in my life.

Edward was a very interesting friend, who
liked to go traveling and always brought many
amazing stories to us. He seldom showed us
his love, but all of us could sense his true heart.
Though he knew how to enjoy his life, there was
one thing that he always got stuck in. That is, he

wanted to make very very very much money. In
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a Monkey

order to earn a fortune, he quit the job of teaching
and left his family for Mainland China, a place

many people believe with gold opportunities.

In Mainland China, he lived alone without
any family member taking care of his life and his
health. He worked very hard, as he had invested
all his money in the English cram school, but
things did not go in his way . He almost lost all of
his money, but he still did not want to surrender.
He stayed there, waiting for his business to get
better. His family and we always persuaded him to
stop the business there and go back to Taiwan to
start again. He always said yes, but he still stayed

there until we got the heartbreaking news.

When searching for an inspirational story for
the column of Borde journal, | found the following
story, which touched my heart deeply. In our life,
we can see many people just like the money in
the story, or like my friend, Edward. They just kept

holding onto something without knowing that



they could get free as long as they let go of it. If
| could go back in time, | wanted to ask Edward:
would you like to let go of the desire of money
and go back to the place full of love? Let’s read

the story and see what we can let go of in our life.

“Do you know how hunters of old used to

trap monkeys?” A man asked his child.

“Rather than chasing them up a tree or
shooting arrows from below, they’d put a heavy
glass jar with a narrow neck on the floor, which
had the monkeys’ favorite food inside. They'd then
step back and hide, waiting for the unsuspecting
animal to approach. When it did, the monkey
would reach inside, clench a fist around the food,
and try to pull it out. However, the narrow neck of
the jar would stop the poor monkey from getting
its hand out! It'd pull and pull, but to no avail.
There was simply no way to get its hand out of

the jar without releasing the food. Rather than

letting go, though, the monkey would persevere,
refusing to drop its dinner. The hunters would
then approach and catch it to enjoy a meal of their

”

own.

“Don't be like that monkey,” warned the man,
“In life, to fight another day and grow as person,
you must know when to quit, when to move on,
and when to let go of whatever’s holding you

back.”

Life is like a journey, in which we have to
make many decisions. Sometimes, we have to
hold onto many things, as we need to take all the
necessary things we will use in our journey, and
sometimes we need to dump something from
our belongings to make us walk more lightly and
quickly. Growth means that we realize what and
when to take on and to desert. Hope that we all

have the wisdom to make the right decisions and

have a more meaningful life.
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Famous Quotes

©ONancy (Taiwan)

| count him braver who overcomes his

desires than him who overcomes his

enemies.

—Aristotle, In Stobaeus, Florilegium

Greek critic, philosopher, physicist, &
zoologist (384 BC - 322 BC)

How helpless we are, like netted birds,

when we are caught by desire!
—Belva Plain

decide which we

While we don't have much say over the
desires that we have, we certainly can

prefer-and then search for ways to act on
that basis.
—Daniel Akst, We Have Met the Enemy:

Self-Control in an Age of Excess, 2011

A human being has a natural desire to
have more of a good thing than he needs.
—NMark Twain, Following the Equator

If you greatly desire something, have the guts to stake everything on obtaining it.

—Brendan Francis
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