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External factors that have caused all these
events around the world cannot be controlled
by ourselves. But as a Tao follower we can do
our part to build in our world a better, more

peaceful society.

P.68 {As Winter Turns to Spring,
May Hope and Peace It Bring)

Therefore, from this story, we learn the lesson
that we have to change ourselves first if we
want to change other people or any bad
situation for us. Changing ourselves is easier
than changing others, as we can decide our

own thought and reaction but not others.
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©Elder Koo
Onranslated by the Editors

No Attachment to Guard Truth and
Kindle Tao Lamp;

=) the Sanctity of Holy Point Will Be
Forever Passed On (part2)
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Some say, “l am proud because | am rich.” Some say, “ am well-
educated so | am proud.” Some say, “I am proud because of my
exceptional abilities.” Is that true? | don’t think so. Maybe only those
people are proud of themselves. In the world, there is always someone
better, stronger, or smarter than us. Therefore, it is essential for the
cultivators to learn “softness.” Take water for example. A knife can
slice open water. But when the knife is removed, the water comes
back together again. You can’t cut the water open. Also, learning Dao
emphasizes “clarity.” Clarity brings about a better understanding. Why
are people suffering? Because they don't have a clear understanding.
Their judgment is clouded. They've lost the clarity. When they lose
clarity, they make mistakes in their speech or deeds. Many problems

arise as a result.
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The characteristic of Dao is emptiness and void. For a cultivator,
if you have Dao, you can demonstrate good cultivation, be it in your
deeds, speech, or everything about you. What can we do to achieve this
level? What would happen if | can’t achieve it? Fear not. There is a good
way to achieve this—letting go of our ego, or no ego. Are you willing
to do it? If you are, you can feel and achieve thorough understanding.
No path is obstructed, and you can attain Dao. However, if you don't
let go of your ego, you will be hindered by obstructions wherever you
go. If one is willing to let go of ego, one is sure to possess metaphysical

wisdom, which transcends everything.
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As Winter Turns

to Spring, May Hope

©Winnie Cheung (the UK.)

Spring is on its way to greet a new beginning
in nature and life. The last days of winter have not
been particularly easy for many countries, and we
think with great sadness of Turkey and Syria where
the earthquake has taken the lives of more than
50,000 people. Undoubtedly there will be more
uncounted losses of life that will take time to be
accounted for. Sadly no matter how advanced our
technology, our modern society cannot prevent
such natural disasters which can take place at any
time and anywhere. What we could do as citizens
of the world is to help out in whatever way we can
to try to rebuild the communities that have been
devastated and their infrastructures, so the victims
affected can begin to eventually establish their
"normal" lives again; but their lives will never be
the same again after what they have experienced

and witnessed.

War, which is a man made disaster, is always

avoidable. Human beings never seem to learn

Borde No.75 | Tao Youths Speak for Themselves

and Peace It Bring

the lessons from history. Unnecessary deaths
and the destruction of infrastructures, buildings
and people's ordinary daily lives will always be
the inevitable sacrifice of any wars. The ongoing
war in Ukraine with Russia's invasion reached its
one year anniversary yesterday. As the situation
stands right now, there is no apparent hope or
progress towards a ceasefire and peace in the near
future. It is particularly concerning for Europe with
this conflict being at its centre. Ordinary citizens
from both countries will continue to suffer from
this war, as do the neighbouring countries, who
face the fear and strain from all sides within their

societies.

External factors that have caused all these
events around the world cannot be controlled
by ourselves. But as a Tao follower we can do our
part to build in our world a better, more peaceful
society. The fundamental principles of Tao are

harmony and peace. As Tao followers, have we



asked ourselves to follow a patient, simple and
compassionate path that can lead us to restore
peace and harmony to our unbalanced, disunified
and destructive world? The simple way to start is
with our own families and have positive influences

on our love ones.

Reaching the perfect world won't be easy
without someone taking the first step. By following
the guidance of the righteous moral literature and
seniors's teachings, eventually we will be able to
progress towards a better world with a brighter

future.

Tir zm,@;{.y

s Vow-F ulfilling

All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you
ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don't hesitate. Write now. Better yet, let us know that you are willing to submit articles

on a regular basis and become one of the columnists. Or you can encourage your fellow

Tien-Tao cultivators who are also competent writers to start their submissions of articles.

Please ubmit your article to: multlce@ms34 hinet.net
. “Beadline for Submission: May 15, 2023
)
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©Nancy (Taiwan)

In our daily life, we may often complain about
our life, our family, or our living environment, and
we often hope to change others or the physical
environment to meet what we need. Most people
might think that we would gain much happiness
if everything goes in the way we desire. But is it
really the right way for us to achieve the goal of
feeling happy? The following is a story about this
situation. Let’s see what people could do to deal

with the situation which they would not like.

Once upon a time, a young wife named Yun
Ok was at her wit's end. Her husband had always
been a tender and loving soulmate before he had
left for the wars but, ever since he returned home,
he was cross, angry, and unpredictable. She was
almost afraid to live with her own husband. Only
in glancing moments did she catch a shadow of

the husband she used to know and love.

When one ailment or another bothered

Borde No.75 | Tao Youths Speak for Themselves

TheTiger's

Whisker

people in her village, they would often rush for a
cure to a hermit who lived deep in the mountains.
Not Yun Ok. She always prided herself that she
could heal her own troubles. But this time was

different. She was desperate.

As Yun Ok approached the hermit's hut, she
saw the door was open. The old man said without

turning around: "I hear you. What's your problem?"

She explained the situation. His back still
to her, he said, "Ah yes, it's often that way when
soldiers return from the war. What do you expect

me to do about it?"

"Make me a potion!" cried the young wife.
"Or an amulet, a drink, whatever it takes to get my

husband back the way he used to be."

The old man turned around. "Young woman,

your request doesn't exactly fall into the same



category as a broken bone or ear infection."

"I know", she said.

"It will take three days before | can even look

into it. Come back then!

Three days later, Yun Ok returned to the
hermit's hut. "Yun Ok", he greeted her with a smile,
"l have good news. There is a potion that will
restore your husband to the way he used to be,
but you should know that it requires an unusual
ingredient. You must bring me a whisker from a

live tiger”"

"What?" she gasped. "Such a thing is

impossible!"

"l cannot make the potion without it!" he
shouted, startling her. He turned his back. "There
is nothing more to say. As you can see, I'm very

busy."

That night Yun Ok tossed and turned. How

could she get a whisker from a live tiger?

The next day before dawn, she crept out of
the house with a bowl of rice covered with meat
sauce. She went to a cave on the mountainside
where a tiger was known to live. She clicked her
tongue very softly as she crept up, her heart
pounding, and carefully set the bowl on the grass.
Then, trying to make as little noise as she could,

she backed away.

The next day before dawn, she took another
bowl of rice covered with meat sauce to the cave.
She approached the same spot, clicking softly with
her tongue. She saw that the bowl was empty,
replaced the empty one with a fresh one, and
again left, clicking softly and trying not to break
twigs or rustle leaves, or do anything else to startle

and unsettle the wild beast.

So it went, day after day, for several months.
She never saw the tiger (thank goodness for that!
she thought) though she knew from footprints
on the ground that the tiger - and not a smaller
mountain creature - had been eating her food.
Then one day as she approached, she noticed
the tiger's head poking out of its cave. Glancing
downward, she stepped very carefully to the same
spot and with as little noise as she could, set down
the fresh bowl and, her heart pounding, picked up

the one that was empty.

After a few weeks, she noticed the tiger would
come out of its cave as it heard her footsteps,
though it stayed a distance away (again, thank
goodness! she thought, though she knew that
someday, in order to get the whisker, she'd have to

come closer to it).

Another month went by. Then the tiger
would wait by the empty food bowl as it heard her
approaching. As she picked up the old bowl and
replaced it with a fresh one, she could smell its

scent, as it could surely smell hers.
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"Actually”, she thought, remembering its
almost kittenish look as she set down a fresh bowl,
"it is a rather friendly creature, when you get to
know it." The next time she visited, she glanced
up at the tiger briefly and noticed what a lovely
downturn of reddish fur it had from over one of its
eyebrows to the next. Not a week later, the tiger
allowed her to gently rub its head, and it purred

and stretched like a house cat.

Then she knew the time had come. The next
morning, very early, she brought with her a small
knife. After she set down the fresh bowl and the
tiger allowed her to pat its head, she said in a low
voice: "Oh, my tiger, may | please have just one of
your whiskers?" While patting the tiger with one
hand, she held one whisker at its base and, with
the other hand, in one quick stroke, she carved
the whisker off. She stood up, speaking softly her

thanks, and left, for the last time.

The next morning seemed endless. At last
her husband left for the rice fields. She ran to the
hermit's hut, clutching the precious whisker in her
fist. Bursting in, she cried to the hermit: "l have it! |

have the tiger's whisker!"

"You don't say?" he said, turning around.

"From a live tiger?"

"Yes!" she said.

"Tell me", said the hermit, interested. "How

did you do it?"

Borde No.75 | Tao Youths Speak for Themselves

Yun Ok told the hermit how, for the last six
months, she had earned the trust of the creature
and it had finally permitted her to cut off one of its
whiskers. With pride she handed him the whisker.
The hermit examined it, satisfied himself that it
was indeed a whisker from a live tiger, then flicked
it into the fire where it sizzled and burned in an

instant.

"Yun Ok", the hermit said softly, "you no
longer need the whisker. Tell me, is a man more
vicious than a tiger? If a dangerous wild beast will
respond to your gradual and patient care, do you

think a man will respond any less willingly?"

Yun Ok stood speechless. Then she turned
and stepped down the trail, turning over in her
mind images of the tiger and of her husband, back

and forth. She knew what she could do.

From this story, we saw a woman looking for
a treatment to cure her husband’s post-traumatic
stress disorder from the war with the help of a
hermit. The hermit asked the lady to pluck up a
tiger’s whisker as one of the ingredients for the
medicine. In order to achieve the goal without
hurting her own life, she had to earn the trust from
the tiger. In the process, she overcame her own
fear, learned to get along with the fierce beast,
and most importantly, she made the tiger get
used to her existence so that it wouldn't hurt her
when plucking up the whisker from its body. After
she finished the mission impossible and took the

whisker back to the hermit, to her surprise, the



hermit did not make the medicine for
her. Instead, he told the lady that she
had already had the ability to get along

with her own husband.

Why is it? The reason is quite
obvious. When the lady learned how
to get along with the fierce beast, she
changed herself at the same time. She
became brave, as she tried to get close
to the terrifying beast. She became
understanding because she needed to
communicate with the tiger, which could
not speak any human language. All she
could do was try to understand how the
tiger felt or what the tiger might think. If
she had the ability to be with the fierce
tiger, why didn’t she have the ability to
get along with her own husband, who
could talk to her directly. Therefore,
from this story, we learn the lesson that
we have to change ourselves first if we
want to change other people or any bad
situation for us. Changing ourselves is
easier than changing others, as we can
decide our own thought and reaction

but not others.

Famous
Quotes

Only I can change my life. No one can do it
for me.

—Carol Burnett

He who rejects change is the architect of
decay. The only human institution which
rejects progress is the cemetery.

—Harold Wilson, Speech to the Consultive
Assembly of the Council of Europe,
Strasbourg, France, January 23, 1967(1916 -
1995)

Things do not change; we change.
—Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1970)
US Transcendentalist author (1817 - 1862)

It's not that some people have willpower and
some don't. It's that some people are ready
to change and others are not.

—James Gordon, M.D.

The only way you can sustain a permanent

change is to create a new way of thinking,

acting, and being.

—Jennifer Hudson, / Got This: How | Changed
My Ways and Lost What Weighed Me Down,
2012
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