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At 98 and wheelchairbound Elder travelled
thousands of miles via several countries to
be with us. Why did she undertake such an
exhausting journey? For her own glory? For
pleasure? No, she did it purely for us. Such
selflessness is extraordinary and we love her
so much for doing so. Elder wants what is
best for us regardless of her own health and

safety.
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Elder’s

Kindness
(Excerpts)

The Recipe
for Liberation
and Perfection

©FElder Koo

Orranslated B N\
by the Editors

In this world, how can we live freely and enjoy liberation, without worries
and anxiety, without pain and suffering? When we have love at heart. What
kind of love? The love of a mother. When a mother cares about everything
about her children and love without asking for anything in return, she can
enjoy liberation. No matter what kind of children she has—be it a blind son or
a deaf daughter—she loves them all the same. This is liberation. Say, when a
handicapped person is next to us, can we feel relaxed? If not, it shows we don't

have love at heart. If we have love, we can feel relaxed.
| came across a mother in Brisbane, Australia. She adopted a child. The

child was wheelchair-bound and couldn’t speak clearly. But she adored him. No

matter when she went, she took him along. She had love at heart. They were
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destined to be mother and son in this life.
Even though she was not his birth mother,
she loved him all the same. This is a lesson for
the Initiation Masters. We need to deliver all
the sentient beings. Which one do you love?
Which one do you not love? Shouldn’t you
love everyone equally? If your love towards
the sentient beings is natural, you will be
liberated from worries, pains, rights and

wrongs.

What should we do if we would like to
learn how to love others? We must first learn
to forgive others. If we forgive everything, we
can solve all problems. If we hold a grudge
against someone—even if a tiny one—we

will suffer endless hatred. The hatred keeps

building up and will cause more and more
trouble. Also, it clouds your wisdom. That is
a huge loss to you. Therefore, stop focusing
on others’ faults at all times. Everyone has
at least one strength. Focus our attention
on their strength instead. When we see the
problems in a person, don't complain about
them in public. This is the most unwise thing

to do.

Contrarily, if we try to hide our
wrongdoing, others will be more curious
and pry around. When the wrongdoing is
exposed, it will become a scandal. If we are
honest about it, we can avoid further trouble.

This is how we can achieve perfection and

harmony.
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Current Events

A report on the recent Holy Seminar
at Wei De (Ngai Tak) Temple

©Gary Thompson (Australia)

On June 20th, 21st and 22nd of this
year Wei De (Ngai Tak) Temple held its Holy
Seminar in the presence of Elder Koo. This
was no ordinary seminar as it was designated
a communal seminar for all the public Temples
in Australia and New Zealand. Through the
magic of online video transmission the 13
Australian and New Zealand public temples
were linked together to enable members
who couldn't travel to Sydney to join the
seminar and enjoy the wonderful talks we
were privileged to hear. Also it was the first
Holy Seminar held in Sydney for 6 years due
largely to the pandemic, another cause of

celebration.

Preparations for the event started 2
months beforehand when it was confirmed
that Elder would be able to travel to South
East Asia, including Australia. Members of
the Sydney Temples were assigned tasks to
ensure the smooth running of the event.

Two further meetings were held to make
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sure everyone knew exactly what their jobs
entailed and to make sure nothing had been

forgotten. Planning was meticulous.

Elder arrived in Sydney a few weeks
before the event both to conduct some
Temple business and to provide her with a
good opportunity to rest and recuperate after
the arduous journey. At 98 and wheelchair-
bound Elder travelled thousands of miles
via several countries to be with us. Why did
she undertake such an exhausting journey?
For her own glory? For pleasure? No, she
did it purely for us. Such selflessness is
extraordinary and we love her so much for
doing so. Elder wants what is best for us

regardless of her own health and safety.

Soon, visitors started arriving from
interstate and overseas to pay respect to
Elder and to attend the Holy Seminar. It was
the most visitors our Temple had ever had to

accommodate and every available space was



utilised for sleeping and dining areas, truly
a mammoth task. Two 24 seater buses were
hired to transfer visitors between the airport

and the temple.

On the first day of the Seminar, the
Friday evening, our Teacher arrived through
the medium of the sand-writing to impart
His wisdom to everyone and to deliver
direct advice to some members who were
called out by Him. Teacher mentioned each
Temple in turn and gave advice to everyone
from Initiation Masters, Temple Keepers and
Lecturers to Temple Helpers, talking about
the need to carry out one's duty and to work

hard for each other.

One point that stood out for me during
the Seminar was the importance of strict
adherence to the temple rules and protocols.
| have always thought this is very important
as we are prone to become lax in applying
these rules. In accordance with the topic of
the Seminar, observance of temple protocols
is an important part of cultivation. Becoming
Buddhas is next to impossible if we do not
learn to observe protocols, follow rules and

develop an understanding of why they exist.

For the next two days we were the
recipients of some wonderful and instructive

talks from Elder and from Australian-based

and overseas lecturers. My specific task
during the Seminar was to ferry attendees
between the nearest train station and the
temple which meant that | missed out on
some of the talks, but was honoured to be
able to help some people without cars to

attend and hear them.

On Sunday Teacher’s admonishment
was explained by Initiation Master Deng from
Hong Kong. Teacher stressed the importance
of working hard on our cultivation to rise to
the next level, never wavering from the path for
a second. Elder delivered her closing remarks,
again stressing the need to cultivate while we
have the opportunity. The event culminated

with joyous singing and group photos.

All in all, my impressions of the Seminar
were that in all my 30 years of being a
member of the temple, this was beyond
doubt the best organised, best attended,
most instructive and the most joyous Holy
Seminar | can remember. We are extremely
grateful to Elder for making this seminar
possible. Having Elder present in the temple,
even though she was resting in her room
from time to time, gave everyone a special
energy to improve. We can only hope and
pray that Elder will be able to return to
Australia one day to bless us again with her

presence and her wisdom.
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Youths Speak
TaO for Themselves

©O0tto Lee (the US.A))

Introduction

Imagine chasing a distant mirage,
only to discover that the true treasure
had been in your pocket all along. This is
the central insight of The Discourse on
Truth, a timeless work by Master Wang
Jue-yi, the Fifteenth Patriarch. Composed
as a wake-up call for a world entangled
in illusion, the text points beyond empty
striving to the source of wisdom already
within us. Drawing from the shared
essence of Confucianism, Buddhism,
and Taoism, Master Wang offers not just
a philosophical synthesis but a living
path to self-realization. Far from being
merely historical, his teachings remain
a practical guide for those seeking to
uncover their true nature—here and

now.
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The Discourse on Truth
(GREER)

By the Fifteenth Patriarch

(Master Wang Jue-yi =22 —*HE)

The Poem

RS
The Great Way glows within your heart,
HEABZTR

All deliberations and calculations should be discarded.

AT EWEF L
See the Pure Land in front of your eyes,
At —%
All scriptures summed in a nutshell.
F BT RAFE
Cast off desires, ignite the night,
FEFARLAMR
Truth’s not hidden, nor in plain sight.
BERBAP A
Stop chasing reflections in the stream,
— ot ) B

The radiant moon is high above.

The Wisdom Unpacked

The Path Is in You

The “Great Way” is not something to be found in



Youths Speak
TaO for Themselves

the world outside; it quietly resides within your
own heart. Whether one is chasing worldly
success or aspiring toward sainthood, the
endless striving must come to an end. The
Fifteenth Patriarch speaks with clarity, cutting
through the illusions of pursuit: the true path to
happiness and Buddhahood is already within
you, plain as daylight. Relentless effort, if driven
by attachment or confusion, often leads only to
dead ends. Everyone has their own version of
striving—some achieve, others fall short—but
all such pursuits are ultimately impermanent.
The real path is not found in the grind of effort

but in the stillness of mind.

Drop the Chaos

Chasing goals, social roles, or fame is
like reaching into mist to grasp the rain; futile
and exhausting. Master Wang cautions that
contrived efforts, such as forcing meditation,
can backfire, resulting in discomfort or, worse,
entrapment in a cycle of suffering. As the
Diamond Sutra teaches, all such pursuits are like
dreames, illusions, bubbles, or shadows; transient

and without true substance.

Your Inner Pure Land

The Pure Land is not a distant paradise to
be sought in another realm. It is here, in this
very moment. When one truly recognizes this,
the endless cycle of birth and death begins to
dissolve. As Zen master Vimalakirti (#fEEfS
1) taught, “When the mind is pure, the land is

pure” (FEEINNS » BIfFE17%$). Enlightenment
is not found in far-off temples or future lives—
it resides within. The Buddha-nature is already
present in each of us. To discover it is to return

home.

Scriptures in a Nutshell

All sacred texts ultimately serve as guides,
pointing toward a singular and ineffable truth.
They are like boats used to cross a river—
essential for the journey, but no longer needed
once the other shore is reached. Master Wang
teaches that the highest scripture is not
confined to words or ink; it shines continuously
within the heart. As Master Bodhidharma (GZ
EE1HET) expressed with great clarity, “Upon
realizing one’s true nature, three thousand
volumes of sutras unfold in a single moment.
With one instant of true understanding, a
hundred sutras are comprehended” (8
M—EB=T%5 > TE—ZBEE). In this
realization, the essence of all teachings
becomes immediately known, not through the
accumulation of knowledge, but through direct

awakening.

Light Up the Night

Let go of the burdens of attachment, such
as greed, pride, and desire, and a light will
naturally arise within the darkness. Though
all beings are caught in the unfolding dramas
of worldly life, liberation becomes possible

through the guidance of a true master. Even
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within the quiet sanctuary of a temple,
clinging to status or comfort only
deepens one’s entanglement. When
the heart is purified, its inner radiance
shines forth like a lamp that dispels the
night.

Truth Beyond the Veil

The Buddha-nature pervades
all phenomena, yet it remains
imperceptible to the ordinary senses. It
is neither hidden nor plainly revealed in
conventional terms. This subtle essence
is often compared to a delicate fragrance,
intangible and elusive, yet undeniably
present. A renowned Zen master once
told a scholar, “I have concealed nothing
from you,” emphasizing the direct
transmission of insight that transcends
words and scriptures. By attending to the
fragrance of the flowers and discerning
the underlying truth, one recognizes
the Buddha-nature as the fundamental
essence of all sentient beings—ever-
present, immutable, and beyond all
dualistic distinctions, in harmony with
the Diamond Sutra’s teaching on “form is

emptiness; emptiness is form.”

Don’t Chase Reflections

Cease pursuing the moon’s
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reflection upon the water, for it is an illusion. To cling to
the physical body or chase after transient desires is akin
to grasping at shadows that vanish upon contact. The
true moon, which is the Buddha-nature, shines high
above, casting its light over all things. As the Buddha
wisely taught, to mistake a bubble for the boundless
ocean is a profound misjudgment. Lift your gaze and
behold the light that has always been real, ever present

and unchanging.

Closing Verse
kg =%
The Buddha spoke three thousand sacred scrolls,
ERRBANZ
Yet the Dharma’s hidden gem remains untold.
REH G E
The destined find the Way as the final days unfold,
R 2T T5 R A

And dwell as ageless souls in Pure Land’s hold.

Final Thoughts

Master Wang'’s Discourse on Truth serves as a
wake-up call, inviting us to cease chasing illusions
and to turn inward toward the light of our true nature.
Liberation is not found through striving or secret
rituals, but through the clarity of direct insight. Let go.
Look within. When the mind becomes still, the path to

freedom reveals itself.

Will you leave the chaos behind and step into the

light of awakening?
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©Winnie Cheung (UK)

Pressures are mounting amongst us due
to the uncertainties of economies, natural
disasters, political instabilities and wars across
the world, which have dominated the news and
debates. Trying to stay calm and focused on
this uncertain life is challenging. It requires a
very tranquil mindset to help us overcome the

turbulences that we are facing.

No matter what period of time we are
living in, each comes with its own challenges
and difficulties. We are not better or worse than
people in the past, but we probably think we are

in a worse situation compared with our ancestors.

When we were young our worries were of
taking exams. Studying hard to achieve good
school results was a main concern. Achieving
academic excellence meant the world to us. As
Asian children, this was the expectations of Asian
parents, certainly by past Chinese standards. We
always thought or dreamt that things would get
better once we were older. We imagined that we
could have more control over our life, have the

power to choose our lifestyle and how to live it.

Now we are older we think things
differently. We realise all matters are more

complicated than we thought when we were

Challenges in Time

younger. Not many people have the ability
to control or have the power to determine
everything in their lives. No matter how rich or
how powerful we are, one thing is certain: we
can't determine our death. A prime example
is the first Chinese emperor Qin Shi Huang

(Chinese: &ZI/E) who ruled and united
China. Historical evidence showed that he
sought different methods to eternal life and was
obsessed with immortality. At the end, like all of

us, he was not able to escape death.

From the day we obtained Tao and knew
the true meaning behind it, we are working
towards the day that we are back to our
Heavenly Mother. The life in this world is a
journey full of ups and downs, happiness and
sadness. We work hard to pass our time while
we are walking on our path and have a positive

mindset to face all challenges and obstacles.

Life is truly meaningful if we can make
a small positive difference to others and to
ourselves. To brighten up someone's life does
not require a huge effort. Just a quick call, a
smile or even a greeting to a stranger. It will
certainly cheer up and transform someone in a
positive way in this challenging period of time

in which we live.

Tao Youths Speak for Themselves | Borde No.85

71



72

Youths Speak
TaO for Themselves

©ONancy (Taiwan)

When we come to the temple to worship
and listen to the preaching, have we ever
thought about what kind of place we regard
the temple as? Is it merely a place of faith, or
is it a place of cultivation? If it is only a place
of faith, then what we ought to do is to pray
and worship—praying for Heaven to bestow
blessings upon us, praying for the Buddhas to
protect us so that we may live long and enjoy

peace in all things.

But if we regard the temple as a place of
cultivation—a place where we can practice and
eventually attain Buddhahood—then what
should we do? The following is a short story
that conveys this very idea. Let us see how the

Buddha answered this question.

Lord Buddha was meditating in a forest by
the riverbank. Nearby was a Gurukul (ancient
Indian school) where a sage was teaching
his disciples. By chance, Sage saw Buddha
and walked over to Him. In the presence of
Buddha, Sage humbly asked, “Gurudev, can

one achieve something through worship and

Borde No.85 | Tao Youths Speak for Themselves

River Crossing Story
— Buddha And Sage Conversation

rituals?” Buddha smiled and replied, “First
answer my question. If someone wants to cross
this river, what must they do?” Sage replied, “If
they know how to swim, they can swim across.
If a boat is available, they can cross by boat.
And if the water level is low, they can walk

across.”

Buddha asked again, “And if they do none
of these three?” Sage fell silent for a moment.
Then, as soon as the truth dawned upon him,
he immediately bowed at Buddha'’s feet and
said, “Gurudev, | understand your point! Mere
worship and rituals achieve nothing unless one

takes action”

Buddha, in a calm tone, said, “Exactly. If
someone stands by the riverbank praying day
and night, will they be able to cross the river?
No! Until they try to swim themselves or use a
boat, they cannot get across. In the same way,
relying only on worship or fate will achieve

nothing. Action is the true means to success.”

To attain Buddhahood is to reduce our



greed, anger, and ignorance—the less we have, across by yourself. How much more so, then,
the better, until they are completely gone. When when it comes to attaining Buddhahood—a
these impure thoughts disappear, our innate transformation of the state of our heart?

great wisdom will naturally be restored. This

process is not easy; it requires our own effort To sum up, in our daily lives, we must seize
and the practice of applying it in daily life. This every opportunity to cultivate ourselves. We
very process is what we call cultivation. should constantly observe the changes in our

own thoughts, gather and discipline our mind at

If we rely only on praying and worship, how all times, and remain fully focused in whatever
could we possibly transform ourselves? Just we do. As long as we persevere with unwavering
as the Buddha said in the story: even to cross effort, | believe that each of us has the potential
a river, you must either board a boat or swim to attain Buddhahood.

9. YWinaan Eanl£21Ve
Igs Vow-Fulfilling

 Timell 4
\

All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you
ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don't hesitate. Write now. Better yet, let us know that you are willing to submit articles on a
regular basis and become one of the columnists. Or you can encourage your fellow Tien-Tao

cultivators who are also competent writers to start their submissions of articles.

!

Please submit your article to: multice@ms34.hinet.njt

Meadline for Submission: November 15, 2025
|
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Famous Quotes

©ONancy (Taiwan)

A little more persistence, a little more

effort, and what seemed hopeless failure

may turn to gloriou
—Elbert Hubbard

S success.

Success in business requires training and

discipline and hard work. But if you're

not frightened by these things, the

opportunities are just as great today as

they ever were.

—David Rockefeller

| never dreamt of success. | worked for it.

—Estée Lauder

Character cannot be developed in ease and

quiet. Only through experience of trial and

suffering can the soul be strengthened,

vision cleared, ambition inspired and

success achieved.
—Helen Keller

We all have dreams. But in order to make dreams come into reality, it takes an awful lot of

determination, dedication, self-discipline, and effort.

—Jesse Owens
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